
© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

 

Matthew 14–28 Sermon Series 
Supports Session 8: What About the Future? 

Sermon Title: Get Ready and Stay Ready 
Passage: Matthew 24:36-51  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

In Matthew 24–25, Jesus taught His disciples about the signs of the end of the age. He 

emphasized the necessity of being prepared for His return.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

A thief never warns his victims before he steals from them. There is an element of surprise in a 

thief’s work. The thief strikes when you least expect it. 

 

Jesus compared His return to the coming of a thief. He said His return will have an element of 

surprise as well. In fact, Jesus explained that people will be so busy enjoying life that His return 

will not even be on their minds. How do we prepare for the return of Christ so that we too will 

not be caught unaware? 

 

Outline 
 

I. Heed His Warning  

a. In this passage, Jesus repeats His message that He will come again. Notice His 

statements in Matthew 24:42,44,50; 25:31. Even if the Lord only warned us once, that 

should be sufficient. 

1. The Bible is full of warnings from God that Jesus is coming again (Matt. 24:23-

36; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; 5:2; Heb. 9:28; Mark 13:26; 1 John 3:2; Acts 1:10-11).  

2. The last recorded words of Jesus in the Bible are found in Revelation 22:20: “Yes, 

I am coming soon.”  

 

II. Get Ready  

a. Jesus makes a point in this text that if the homeowner had known what time the thief 

was coming he would have been ready. Since no one knows when Jesus will return, 

we must always be ready.  

1. One of our Lord’s points in this teaching was the importance of readiness. In 

verse 44, Jesus tells us that we must be ready.  

2. How do people make themselves ready? The first step is by repenting of our sin 

and receiving Christ as our Lord and Savior. No other preparation can be done 

until this one action is taken.  

 

III. Turn Your Eyes Toward Heaven  

a. In verse 42, Jesus says, “Therefore be alert, since you don’t know what day your Lord 

is coming.” Many Christians have their eyes and attention focused on everything but 

heaven. When we are focused on other things, it is so easy to lose our perspective on 

what is really important.  
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b. What are some benefits of living with an anticipation of the Lord’s return?  

1. It keeps Jesus on our minds. Unfortunately, the thought of God rarely crosses 

through the minds of some Christians. But when we keep our eyes fixed toward 

heaven, we cannot help but have Jesus on our minds. 

2. It keeps us from becoming complacent. Perhaps some have become complacent 

since Christians have been waiting 2,000 years for His return. In fact, some 

people have given up on waiting for the Lord’s return. However, we must 

remember that God doesn’t operate on our timetable. And until He returns, we 

must be diligent in our service for Him. 

3. It keeps us obedient to the Lord. This verse contains a command. When we walk 

in obedience to our Lord we experience the fullness of His blessings and joy in 

our lives. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Be comforted. Looking at the turmoil of the world may cause some to panic. But we can find 

peace knowing that God has a master plan and is working that plan moment by moment. His plan 

calls for His return and for Him to take all Christians to heaven, where we will live forever with 

Him. We sometimes forget that this world is temporary. Someday, as Christians, we will leave 

this all behind for an eternity with our Lord in heaven. Be comforted, for no matter how bad it is, 

for the Christian it will get better! 

 

As Christians, we are thankful that someone told us about salvation through Jesus Christ. Now it 

is our obligation to tell others about salvation, about the Lord’s return, and about the coming 

judgment.    
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