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Matthew 14–28 Sermon Series 
Supports Session 6: Offered to All? 

Sermon Title: A Gospel for All People 
Passage: Matthew 22:1-14  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

God’s redemptive plan included the Gentiles. God brought His Son into the world through a 

Jewish family, but rejection by the Jews opened the door for all to receive Him, fulfilling God’s 

purposes for redemption. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Most pastors have wedding stories—some they can share, and some they can’t. Jesus told a story 

about a king throwing a wedding party for his son.  

 

As Jesus moved closer to the cross, His enemies became more devious, looking for ways to trap 

and arrest Him. At the same time, His message to them became more and more direct. Jesus used 

a wedding story directed at the Jewish religious leaders. This parable presented the consequences 

of rejecting Him. It is a story that reveals both the mercy and justice of our Lord. 

 

Outline 
 

I. The Parts of the Parable 

a. Jesus often spoke in parables, teaching a divine truth by means of a common life 

experience. Jesus taught about God’s mercy and justice by telling the story of a first-

century marriage feast. 

1. Jesus began this parable by introducing us to a certain king. Likely, Jesus was 

speaking of His Father.  

2. The king’s son represented Jesus.  

3. The servants who invited people to the banquet are often seen as the Old 

Testament prophets, John the Baptist, the apostles, and even Jesus Himself.  

4. The first two invitations to the banquet can be viewed as analogous to God’s 

offering His Kingdom to Israel.  

5. The invitation to those on the street corners is often interpreted as God’s offering 

His Kingdom to the Gentiles. 

 

II. The Purpose of the Parable 

a. This parable is about the king and two groups of people. The king represents God, 

and the two groups of people represent those who accept God’s free offer and those 

who do not. 

1. Jesus was warning His enemies of the coming judgment of those who reject Him 

and His message. This warning shows the mercy of our Lord.  

2. Many interpret the first two invitations to the banquet in this parable as God’s 

offering Israel salvation through the Messiah. In verses 8-10, God is extending the 

invitation to Gentiles. But even if the two groups who were invited do not 
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represent Israel and the Gentiles, the story does reveal the only two possible 

responses to God’s invitation: rejection or acceptance.  

3. Salvation comes by trusting in Christ (Rom. 10:9-10; Eph. 3:8-9). In verses 11-13, 

this parable teaches us that God will accept only those who enter the kingdom of 

God in the right way.  

 

III. The Principles of the Parable 

a. Jesus was casting a spiritual truth alongside a common life experience. The common 

life experience in this parable is the wedding banquet. Those to whom Jesus was 

speaking understood all of the details of a first-century wedding banquet. The crowd 

would have certainly understood the privilege of being invited to a wedding banquet 

by a king and how foolish it would be to reject that offer. Jesus was showing the 

listeners the foolishness of rejecting God’s offer of His Kingdom. 

1. We must value God’s Kingdom. The world doesn’t know how to value the 

kingdom of Heaven. Only after you know Jesus can you truly understand the 

treasure of your salvation. 

2. While everyone is invited, few accept God’s invitation (v. 14). God has invited all 

into His Kingdom. But just as in the parable, many today continue to ignore His 

invitation. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Verse 16 describes the sad result of this parable. After hearing Jesus tell the parable, the Jews 

were so angry that they set another trap for Him. The truth is that verse 13 also describes the 

eternal destiny of those who reject Jesus: “Throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Our job is to spread the word: God will accept anyone who 

responds to Jesus Christ by faith into His Kingdom. We also must be honest and share the 

consequences of rejecting Him. 
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