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Matthew 14–28 Sermon Series 
Supports Session 5: If I Reject Jesus? 
Sermon Title: How Not To Treat Jesus 

Passage: Matthew 21:33-45  
 

 

Connection to Passage 
 

Jesus tells a parable to teach what will happen to those who reject Him. In this parable, we 

clearly see our Lord’s judgment upon any who reject Him. It is a reminder to all that we must 

accept Him into our lives while there is still time. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

How we treat someone else usually reveals more about us than it does about the other person. 

We show our prejudices, our biases, and our selfishness, or we show our openness, our 

compassion, and our humility. How Jesus was treated while on earth reveals a great deal about 

the people who mistreated Him. Using a parable, Jesus rebuked those in Israel who rejected Him. 

The parable, as well as other passages in these last chapters of Matthew, reveal that what you do 

with Jesus in this lifetime will determine how the judgment will go for you in eternity (22:31). 

 

Outline 
 

I. The People of the Parable 

In order to interpret the parable, it is important to identify the various people in the 

parable. 

a. Landowner (vv. 34-37) 

1. The landowner put a lot of work into his vineyard. He built a wall and a 

watchtower to guard against anyone who would steal the harvest. The detail of the 

wall and watchtower parallel the protection that God had provided His vineyard, 

Israel. The absentee owner knew the time of the harvest and when to sends some 

of his servants to collect the crop. 

b.  Farmers (vv. 35-39) 

1. These were tenant farmers. But the parable takes an unexpected turn when the 

farmers did not show respect toward the landowner. Since the farmers’ lives 

depended on their relationship with the landowner, they would ordinarily have 

shown respect to the landowner. The farmers did not own the land; it belonged to 

the landowner. Sadly, the evil farmers killed all three groups of servants sent by 

the landowner. 

2. It is interesting to notice that the landowner gave the farmers a second chance. 

Isn’t that just like God? 
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c. Servants  

1. The servants represented God’s prophets that He had sent to Israel. There are 

many Scriptures that show how Israel treated God’s prophets (Jer. 20:1-2; 1 Kings 

18:4; 2 Chron. 24:20-21). 

d. Son 

1. The landowner finally sent his own son. Perhaps the farmers thought that they 

could obtain the son’s inheritance if they killed him. What they did to the son 

parallels what the religious leaders were about to do to Jesus. 

 

II. The Judgment Pronounced (vv. 40-41) 

a. Jesus laid a trap for these religious leaders, and with their response they indicted 

themselves. They pronounced their own judgment. 

 

III. The Message to Israel 

a. Jesus reminds us that God gave Israel the opportunity to believe in His Son, but they 

refused. So He gave that opportunity to the Gentiles (v. 41). 

 

IV. The Harsh Reality 

a. The son in this parable depicts what the religious leaders would end up doing to 

Jesus. Instead of worshiping Christ, they arrested and killed him. God’s condition for 

entering into His Kingdom is submitting to Jesus. 

 

Conclusion 
 

There is no doubt that the farmers in the parable mistreated the son. We too can be guilty of 

mistreating the Son. For example, instead of worshiping Him with our lives, we dishonor Him 

with worldly living. We would all do well to ask ourselves this question: “In what ways may I 

have been guilty of mistreating Jesus?” And then we should be quick to seek forgiveness. 

 

Many of those who heard Jesus tell the parable never understood it. Some of them understood it 

but didn’t do anything about it. The religious leaders understood what Jesus was saying, and it 

made them mad. Unfortunately, we are too often like that. We hear the Scripture and are 

convicted by it, but we refuse to change. We need to pray, “God, help me apply all of your truths 

and teachings to my life.” 
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