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Matthew 14–28 Sermon Series 
Supports Session 2: Is Jesus Fully God? 

Sermon Title: Lessons Learned on the Mountaintop 
Passage: Matthew 17:1-13  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John to a mountain to witness His glory. This must have been a 

great encouragement to these disciples as they saw Jesus in His heavenly glory. Certainly, these 

disciples needed this encouragement as they contemplated the coming death of Jesus. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

In this passage we read about how the disciples were a part of a very dramatic and supernatural 

experience. It is called the transfiguration of Christ. This word transfigured comes from the 

Greek word metamorpho. It is a word that speaks of a change in form. The disciples were 

certainly awed by the glory that they saw. As we read about the transfiguration, we come face-to-

face with proof of the deity of Jesus Christ. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Glory Revealed 

a. Although we might like to have a detailed description of what the transfigured Jesus 

looked like, Matthew only gives us two details. In verse 2, he says that His face shone 

like the sun and that His clothes became as white as the light. The change reflected 

His heavenly glory, which these three disciples had the awesome privilege of 

beholding. 

1. Jesus allowed these three close friends to see a glimpse of His glory. These three 

followers of Christ would be instrumental in carrying on the Lord’s work after 

His death and resurrection. These men would share their experiences with others 

after the Lord’s resurrection (v. 9). 

2. The transfiguration of Jesus had a profound effect upon these men. For example, 

in John 1:14, he wrote, “We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son 

from the Father.”  

3. In the verses immediately preceding the transfiguration, Jesus told His disciples 

that He would be crucified. As a way of offering support and comfort to His 

disciples, He took three of them up on a mountain and showed them the glory that 

He has in heaven. He gave them a foretaste of what awaits Christians in heaven. 

These disciples were getting a sneak preview of the glory Jesus would have in His 

kingdom. 

4. Jesus would soon die. But the disciples knew that the death of Jesus would lead to 

revealing His glory to the whole world. 
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II. Identity Verified 

a. God the Father said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased. Listen 

to him!” (Matt. 17:5). 

1. This word from God the Father was a confirmation that everything Jesus had been 

teaching was true.  

2. His teachings and claims were statements that only the Messiah could truly claim. 

For example, Jesus claimed to live a sinless life (John 8:46-47). He claimed to be 

the only way to God (John 14:6). Jesus also claimed to be able to forgive sin 

(Luke 5:20-21; 7:48-49) and to give everlasting life (John 10:28-30; 11:25; 6:40), 

and He claimed that He would die and come back to life (Luke 18:31-33).  

3. Many people have claimed to be the Messiah, but only one in all of history was 

verified by God the Father. And that was Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 

III. Worship Expressed 

a. When the disciples heard the voice of God, they were terrified and fell facedown to 

the ground. Perhaps one reason that God’s voice terrified these disciples was because 

the Old Testament taught that seeing God would cause death (Ex. 33:20-23; Judg. 

6:22-23; 13:22).  

b. Certainly one thing we learn from the disciples’ response is that when we encounter 

God, our response should be to fall down in worship. When they were confronted 

with God’s presence, the three disciples were awestruck and could only worship. 

 

Conclusion 
 

These disciples had a real mountaintop experience with the Lord. Certainly what they 

experienced on the mountaintop strengthened them for the difficulties they would face in the 

future as they performed their work for the Lord. Even though we will never have the same 

mountaintop experience that these men had, our Lord gives us our own mountaintop experiences 

with Him from time to time. We are strengthened when our Lord blesses us with these special 

times. After Paul was caught up to the third heaven, he struggled to find words to describe that 

special moment. God often gives us these special moments when we need them the most. We 

ought to rejoice when God allows us these opportunities.  
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