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Matthew 14–28 Sermon Series 
Supports Session 1: Who Is Jesus? 

  Sermon Title: The Ultimate Question 
Passage: Matthew 16:13-28  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

This sermon examines the importance of answering the question, “Who is Jesus?” 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Some questions are more important than others. “Will you marry me?” outweighs “do you want 

fries with that?” In Matthew chapter 16, Jesus informed His disciples about His approaching 

death. However, before He instructed them about His death, Jesus asked the most important 

question a person could ever answer. Jesus first asked the disciples, “Who do people say that the 

Son of Man is?” (v. 13). Jesus Christ knew what people thought of Him. But He wanted to hear it 

from the disciples. Then Jesus asked the disciples a similar but more pointed question: “Who do 

you say that I am?” (v. 15). Although Jesus asked the disciples, notice that Peter, the unofficial 

spokesperson of the group, gave the answer. 

 

Outline 
 

I. The Ultimate Question 

a. Who is Jesus? Every person must answer this question individually. It is a question 

that has been asked of every generation for the past 2,000 years.  

1. It is the most important question that anyone will ever face.  

2. It is the greatest question that anyone will ever be asked.  

3. It is the greatest question that anyone will ever have the opportunity to answer. 

 

II. The True Answer 

a. The world offers many different answers to the question about the identity of Jesus. 

In fact, some of these suggestions are listed in verse 14. But Peter gave the real 

answer in verse 16. How do we know that Peter’s answer is the correct one? We 

know because of our Lord’s affirmation of Peter’s answer in verse 17. There are other 

evidences in Scripture that teach us that Jesus is the Christ and the Son of the living 

God. 

1. Other verses declare this truth (John 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:20). 

2. His works prove that He is God (John 1:3; Col. 1:16). 

3. His miracles prove that He is God. 
4. His words affirm that He is God (John 6:40; 8:46-47; 10:28-30; 11:25; 14:6; 

18:36-37; Luke 18:31-33). 
 

III. The Eternal Consequence 

a. Jesus taught, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me” (John 14:6). So a person’s eternal destiny will be decided by what they 

believe about Jesus. If Jesus Christ is not who Peter claimed He was, then Jesus 
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cannot save anyone from sin, which means that eternal life in heaven is not possible 

for anyone. There are only two possible endings for our lives, and both of these 

eternal endings are decided by what an individual does with the question of who Jesus 

is. 

1. The best outcome is an eternity in heaven. This is for those who confess Jesus 

Christ as their Lord and Savior (Rom. 10:9-10; John 3:16,36). 
2. The worst outcome is eternal separation from God in a place called hell. This is a 

place for those who reject Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior (John 3:36; 

Matt. 25:41,46; Rev. 20:15). 
 
Conclusion 
 

One major truth that sets Christianity apart from other world religions is the Person of Jesus 

Christ. Peter’s confession in verse 16 is the bedrock of Christianity. As Christians, we believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. Other religions believe that Jesus was just a messenger 

or a wise teacher. Thank God that we know the true identity of Jesus and that this knowledge 

gives us hope in this earthly life. Let’s work diligently to help everyone know the true identity of 

Jesus. 
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