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Joshua, Judges, and Ruth Sermon Series 
Supports Session 10: Timid Warrior 

Sermon Title: Getting from “Before” to “After” 
Passage: Judges 6:11-32 

 

Connection to Passage 
 

When we meet Gideon, he is hiding from the Hebrews’ oppressors. Initially, he appears weak, 

cowardly, and in stark contrast to the hero he ultimately becomes. This passage shows how God 

took Gideon where he was and began to shape him into the leader he would become. God starts 

where we are in making us useful servants in His kingdom.  

 

Introduction 
 
Advertisements for fitness gyms, exercise equipment, and diets often feature “Before” and 

“After” photographs of people who have utilized their products. The goal is to show a stark 

contrast in improvement.  

 

Gideon is known as one of the great leaders of God’s people. But the Gideon we meet at the 

beginning of the story is in stark contrast to the hero of faith he becomes. What did God teach the 

timid and inexperienced young man that enabled him to become so much more than he was 

before? What can we learn that will enable and equip us for greater service to the Lord?  

 

Outline 
 

I. God’s Silence Does Not Mean He Is Absent (Judg. 6:13) 

a. Our sin can cause God to be silent. 

i. It is often said that sin separates us from God. This distance may result in 

God’s remaining passive rather than interacting on our behalf.  

ii. Twice in Romans 1, Paul describes God’s response to unrighteousness as 

being handed over to our own desires (Rom. 1:24,26). One of the saddest 

days of life is when God says to us, “thy will be done.”  

b. Providence can cause God to be silent. 

i. Just because God appears silent today does not mean that He is idle. In his 

perfect timing God was preparing to give His people one of their greatest 

victories.  

ii. Garth Brooks’s song “Unanswered Prayers” celebrates the fact that God 

does not answer some prayers because, in His providence, there are 

greater blessings in store.  

 

II. God’s Greatest Tools Are His People (Judg. 6:14) 

a. Gideon believed that God would act alone by miraculously delivering the 

Hebrews from the oppression of the Midianites. While He can help through 

miracles, the Lord often chooses to work His miracles through committed people. 

God instructs Gideon to “go in the strength you have” (Judg. 6:14).  
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b. Imagine adding a packet of sweetener to your tea but not stirring the drink. If you 

take a sip, you will think you need another packet. No matter how many packets 

you add, you will think you need more as long as you fail to stir the drink. We 

want more sweeteners, yet what we really need is to simply stir.  

c. We often ask God for new and divine powers. What He really wants us to do is to 

“stir” into use the strength He has already granted. 

 

III. God Grants Us Opportunity to Increase Our Faith 

a. While Gideon’s request for a sign (Judg. 6:17) indicates that he lacked faith, his 

willingness to prepare an offering for God’s messenger indicates at least a small 

step of trust. Certainly Gideon’s witness to the miraculous consummation of that 

offering (Judg. 6:21) inspired him to faithful obedience that night when the Lord 

instructed him to destroy the altar to the pagan gods of Baal and Asherah and 

offer instead a fitting offering to the Lord (Judg. 6:25-27).  

b. Gideon will be called on to take greater steps of faith: reducing his army to only 

300 soldiers and launching their attack with only torches and trumpets. Gideon's 

smaller acts of faith prepared him for greater obedience.   

 

Conclusion 
 

Carpenters are familiar with the phrase “measure twice and cut once.” You can’t uncut a piece of 

wood, so this advice makes sense. Some people may measure more than twice just to make sure! 

Regardless of how many times you measure, eventually you have to cut. Gideon took steps that 

were measures of God’s trustworthiness. Eventually, Gideon had to act, exercising faith in God.  

 

Believers are called to “walk by faith.” Taking even a small step of faith in the Lord moves us 

forward in our development. God will supplement your strength with His own and ultimately 

will help you complete the assignments He gives.  
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