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Joshua, Judges, and Ruth Sermon Series 
Supports Session 9: Willing Servants 

Sermon Title: The Honeybee 
Passage: Judges 4:4-10,12-16 

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

The Lord used Deborah and Barak to bring victory over His people’s enemy. From this story, we 

learn how to face the powers that oppose the Lord, His people, and His ministries.   

 

Introduction 
 
The name Deborah literally means “honeybee.” The name fits her well, because bees are one 

example in the animal kingdom where the female is in charge of leading the group. God utilized 

this woman mightily in His good service. From her we can know how God uses our lives to face 

His adversaries.  

 

Outline 
 

I. Know Your Roles (Judg. 4:4) 

a. In a beehive, there are various roles, including worker bees, scout bees, and a 

queen bee.  

b. Deborah is identified in three key roles in her life. 

i. Prophetess: a spokesperson for the Lord 

1. God gave Deborah special insight to pass along to His people. His 

role for her was to point His people in His ways.  

2. God reveals Himself and His ways to us so that we can share with 

others.   

ii. Wife: part of a family 

1. Our zeal for working for the Lord should not lead us to neglect our 

home duties. God will enable us to fulfill our commitment to Him 

and to our family.  

iii. Judge: a community leader 

1. In this context, the word “judge” does not refer to a judicial person 

in robes. The word refers to one who makes decisions on behalf of 

a community. God can use our place in society to carry out His 

plans.   

 

II. Know Your Opportunities (Judg. 4:6-8) 

a. Barak was given an opportunity to lead God’s people out of the Canaanites’ 

oppression. Like everyone else, he was ready for them to go, but he also knew the 

military might they possessed. Israel’s weapons would be no match for the 

chariots they would face. He got cold feet and lost the opportunity to receive 

honor for the victory. When intimidation leads to hesitation, we too can miss a 

blessing.  
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III. Know that God Works in Unusual Ways (Judg. 4:9) 

a. At this time in biblical history it was rare for the hero to be a woman. But we find 

that God often uses unexpected people and unexpected methods as solutions to 

life’s challenges. Do not discount a potential answer just because it is not the way 

you would expect. God’s strategies routinely take routes that we do not anticipate.  

 

IV. Know that the Victory Is the Lord’s (Judg. 4:14-15) 

a. The text makes it clear that although Israel had gathered 10,000 soldiers, the Lord 

accomplished the victory. God’s power enabled the Hebrews to emerge victorious 

over their adversary’s better-equipped army.  

b. Arsenals of weapons, money, and power easily bring us a false sense of security 

and confidence. But the psalmist grants a fitting source of confidence for God's 

people: “Some take pride in chariots, and others in horses, but we take pride 

in the name of Yahweh our God” (Ps. 20:7, HCSB).  

 

Conclusion 
 

Honeybees have different roles in the hive, are always searching for pollen (opportunities), can 

end up in the most unusual places, and are committed to the success of the hive. As believers, we 

must understand our roles, take advantage of the opportunities God places in front of us, look for 

God to be working in the usual and the unusual, and be committed to seeing victory for His 

kingdom.  

 

 
Jay McCluskey (D.Min., Southern Baptist Theological Seminary) has been Senior Pastor of North Cleveland 

Baptist Church since 1986. Jay and his wife, Michelle, married in 1983 and are the proud parents of two adult sons, 

John and James. They are blessed with two wonderful daughters-in-law, John’s wife, Julie, and James’s wife, 

Megan. 

 


