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Joshua, Judges, and Ruth Sermon Series 
Supports Session 6: Challenged 

Sermon Title: How Does a House Serve the Lord? 
Passage: Joshua 24:14-28 

 

Connection to Passage 
 

Near the end of his life, Joshua affirmed his family’s devotion to the Lord and challenged the 

Hebrews to choose to do the same. While few people are national leaders on the scale that Joshua 

was, heads of households can also use their influence to challenge their families to serve the 

Lord.   

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

The Book of Joshua is the story of the successful occupation of the promised land by the Hebrew 

people. Much of this success can be attributed to Joshua’s leadership. Joshua led the Hebrews 

across the Jordan River. He led them to victories over multiple kings and nations. He led them in 

the distribution of the land.  

 

Near the end of his life, Joshua addressed the people he faithfully led. He called upon the people 

to remember all that God had done for them. He recalled their deliverance from Egypt, their 40 

years in the wilderness, and their present moment of settling down in the promised land.  

 

Then Joshua gave them a word of challenge. It was time to stop vacillating between 

commitments and make a choice: 

 

“But if it doesn’t please you to worship Yahweh, choose for yourselves today the one you 

will worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you are living. As for me and my family, we will worship Yahweh.” 

(Josh. 24:15, HCSB) 

 

While Joshua is known as a noble soldier, he is equally remembered for these words. As leader 

of a household, he openly and boldly declared that they would be devoted to the Lord.   

 

Leadership is best understood as “influence.” Our potential leadership over country and 

community may be small. But each of us has some influence upon the home we share. In light of 

Joshua’s declaration, consider this question: how does a house serve the Lord? 

 

Outline 
 

I. Houses Serve the Lord Through the Way They Sound 

What sounds can be heard from within your home?  Is the sound of prayer readily 

voiced to the Lord? In your house are words of praise and thanksgiving to God for 

His blessings audible? What music is played? Do conversations include phrases 

of grace like “I’m sorry,” “I forgive you,” “I love you,” and “I’m proud of you”?   
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II. Houses Serve the Lord Through the Way They Appear 

a. What does your house say about your commitment to Christ?  

b. Imagine entering a home and you see an Advent wreath on the kitchen table. 

What would this tell you about this family? What would person believe to be 

important to you if all they knew of you was what they saw displayed in your 

house? 

 

III. Houses Serve the Lord Through the Actions of Families   

Do you and your loved ones carry on an active role in God’s kingdom? Are there 

ministries your family regularly supports? Is worship seen merely as something to 

do when it is convenient, or is it a habitual part of your family’s routine? Do you 

collectively participate in mission opportunities?   

 

IV. Houses Serve the Lord Through Their Resolves   

a. In this passage Joshua gives his most famous resolve: “As for me and my family, 

we will worship Yahweh” (Josh. 24:15b, HCSB).  

b. This is where it begins: what commitments do you make? The pattern for the 

house is set by the parents. Joshua wisely speaks for himself first: “As for me....” 

Only when this devotion is resolved can a decision for the household be readily 

made.  

c. Now Joshua made a choice for his home: “…and my family.” His choice was for 

his household to serve and worship God only. He was making a choice against 

idolatry and for faithfulness. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The Hebrews had been a wandering people for more than 40 years. Now they were about to 

settle down in their own land. It was a time of new beginnings. They were going to build new 

homes and begin new lifestyles. Joshua challenged them to start this new chapter with faithful 

devotion to the Lord, to choose for themselves on this day. We too can choose today for the rest 

of our lives.  
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