
© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

Joshua, Judges, and Ruth Sermon Series 
Supports Session 5: Settled 

Sermon Title: The Power of a Promise 
Passage: Joshua 22:1-8 

 

Connection to Passage 
 

The fulfillment of a promise given in devotion to the Lord blesses both the receiver and the giver 

of the promise.   

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

A friend of mine operates a custom woodcutting business. For years he specialized in 

constructing winding staircases for custom homes. He worked hard, and the business flourished. 

Yet he was quick to tell you how much he appreciated the man who was willing to sell him the 

business when he was a young man getting started. Through diligent work and faithful 

fulfillment of every payment, the successful business was now completely his.  

 

This story is about the trust placed in the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

They made and fulfilled a promise to fight to secure land for their fellow Hebrews. They had 

made their agreed “payment” and were about to enjoy the blessings of a promise kept.   

 

God’s people should demonstrate exceptional commitment to keeping our promises to Him and 

to one another.   

 

Outline 
 

I. Remember Promises Kept (Josh. 22:1-2) 

a. Notice that Joshua initiated the process by which theses tribes returned to the land 

promised to them by Moses. The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh did not approach Joshua demanding their entitlements. They did not 

have to do this. Joshua remembered the terms of their covenant.  

b. Here is another example of Joshua’s leadership abilities. Quality leaders readily 

recognize and intentionally affirm those people who faithfully complete their 

responsibilities.   

 

II. Remember to Keep the Promises You Make (Josh. 22:3-4) 

a. The men of these two and a half tribes had promised Moses (and later Joshua) that 

they would not return to their lands east of the Jordan until all the land had been 

subdued. For years they had fought alongside their brothers to secure the land 

west of the Jordan.  

b. Promises are meant to be kept. Otherwise our word is not a “promise” at all but 

rather a deception. Enter into promises with thoughtful consideration, and keep 

them with fervent diligence.   
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III. Remember That Past Promises Kept Do Not Guarantee Future Success (Josh. 22:5) 

a. Joshua counseled them to continue living in faithfulness to the Lord. These people 

no longer had the benefit of being surrounded by a large number of their fellow 

Hebrews. In the future, they would function more as individual self-governing 

tribes.  

b. When a person isolates themselves from fellow believers, they tend to become 

less committed to Christ. Like coals in a fire fuel one another, so also does the 

faith community help us maintain our commitments. Devoted Christians who 

move away from a faith network are vulnerable to spiritual decline.  

 

IV. Remember That Kept Promises Bring Blessings (Josh. 22:6-8) 

a. These men returned to their homes with both Joshua’s word of blessing and great 

material blessings. Their devoted service resulted in abundant returns. When they 

arrived, they crossed the Jordan River merely with swords and spears. After the 

battles were done, they returned with so much more!  

b. As God’s people, we are called to “walk by faith.” As we do, we believe that 

blessings await our faithful fulfillment of promises we make to and for the Lord.   

 

Conclusion 
 

Nothing builds trust more than our keeping our promises. The greatest blessing that comes from 

keeping a promise may be the influence we gain as a trustworthy person. One has to wonder how 

many times the cause of Christ has been hurt by believers who failed to live up to their promises. 

The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh challenge us to honor God by our 

faithfulness to promises we make.  
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