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Joshua, Judges, and Ruth Sermon Series 
Supports Session 3: Commitment Kept 

Sermon Title: Getting Through a Long Day 
Passage: Joshua 10:6-14 

 

Connection to Passage 
 

God enabled Joshua and the Hebrews to emerge victorious through a very long day. He likewise 

is able to bring us through long and difficult challenges.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

What comes to mind when you say or when you hear someone else say, “I’ve had a long day”? 

You probably think of a “long day” as a day when someone faces an ongoing number of 

problems, frustrations, and setbacks. 

 

To Joshua, this day probably started as one of those long, dreaded, and frustrating days. He was 

unexpectedly called upon to face a combination of five armies. But in the end, God made it a 

“long day” in order to complete a great accomplishment.  

 

Outline 
 

I. When You Face a Long Day, Bring Your Best to the Challenge (Josh. 10:7) 

a. Joshua had his entire army, including all the best fighting men.   

i. Great faith in the Lord is not sitting back and doing nothing. 

William Carey is known as the father of modern missions. At a 

ministers’ meeting in 1787, Carey raised the question of whether it 

was the duty of all Christians to spread the gospel throughout the 

world. The story goes that he received this rebuttal: “Young man, sit 

down; when God pleases to convert the heathen, he will do it without 

your aid and mine.” Fortunately, William Carey followed another 

voice, the voice of the Lord, and devoted his life as a witness in India.   

ii. Great faith is not offering God our “leftovers.”  

Joshua faced the challenge of the day with the best he could bring. 

Here is a tangible demonstration of bringing the “first fruits” to the 

Lord’s work rather than what is leftover.  

 

II. When You Face a Long Day, Be Confident in the Lord (Josh. 10:8) 

a. Can you imagine what a morale booster this promise from God must have been 

for Joshua and his men? God comes to them, and before they shoot one arrow, 

before they throw one spear, before they draw one sword, He promises them 

victory over their enemies. 
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III. When You Face a Long Day, Pray for Help (Josh. 10:12-13) 

a. Prayer was not in response to things going bad. Prayer was not at the end of the 

day. Prayer took place as the battle went forward.  

b. Joshua realized that a great opportunity was before him to defeat a significant 

number of Israel’s rivals. But there was not enough daylight remaining to 

complete the task. Therefore he prayed for something audacious: for the sun to 

hold still in the sky. 

c. When was the last time you asked God for something audacious? 

 

IV. When You Face a Long Day, Give God the Glory (Josh. 10:9-14) 

a. Look at what God used to bring about this victory. He can be glorified for each 

one of these things. 

i. God uses human elements (Josh. 10:9-10). 

God utilized Joshua’s skill as a seasoned general to formulate a 

surprise attack and put the enemies on the run. Human experience, 

knowledge, and abilities are useful tools in the hands of the Lord.  

ii. God uses natural elements (Josh. 10:11). 

Large hailstones assisted in the battle. Agents that appear naturally in 

the design of the universe, such as weather and our body’s capacity to 

fight away disease, are resources God uses.   

iii. God uses supernatural elements (Josh. 10:13). 

God did something only God could do. He answered Joshua’s 

audacious prayer and prolonged the daylight in order to give Israel 

sufficient daylight to finish the battle.  

 

Conclusion  
 

How big is the God you serve? Is He big enough to deal with the challenges of a long day? Is He 

big enough to add His strength to your own efforts and make them effective? Is He big enough to 

deal with the issues at hand?  

 

Joshua and his army yielded to the Lord, and He fought for them throughout a long day. And 

God will do the same for us.   
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