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Joshua, Judges, and Ruth Sermon Series 
Supports Session 2: Conquest 

Sermon Title: Fighting Battles Alongside the Lord 
Passage: Joshua 6:12-25 

 

Connection to Passage 
 

At Jericho, God’s people trusted and obeyed His instructions. The result was a tremendous 

victory. He enables us to experience victory too.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Battles happen every day. Good and evil continue to duke it out. We face battles against 

temptation. Families may battle. Friends sometimes battle. While some churches battle within 

themselves, a greater work occurs when congregations join together to battle Satan and his 

powers.  

 

Everyone faces battles. While some topics of Scripture apply to only a portion of people, 

everybody knows what it is like to face a formidable opponent.  

 

Military strategists study battles in history to discover how outcomes occurred and to learn 

applicable lessons for future battles. Likewise, the battle of Jericho gives several observable 

lessons for the battles we face in life. 

 

Outline 
 

I. We Do Not Have the Strength to Win Our Battles (Josh. 6:20a) 

a. The lyrics to the old spiritual song say that “Joshua fought the battle of Jericho,” 

but that is not entirely accurate. Actually, the Lord fought the battle and caused 

the walls to tumble down.   

b. This battle was too great for God’s people, but it was not too great for God. The 

children’s song “Jesus Loves Me” includes the line “I am weak but He is strong.” 

Thus, one of our first theological lessons to learn is also one of our best.  

c. While it takes courage to fight the battles before us, it requires even more courage 

to let God fight our battles for us. This is because we must give control over to 

Him. 

 

II. God’s Methods Require Faith (Heb. 11:30) 

a. The author of Hebrews spotlighted the faith of God’s people, declaring, “By faith 

the walls of Jericho fell down after being encircled by the Israelites for seven 

days” (Heb. 11:30, HCSB). 

b. The victory was secured not by force, not by firepower, and not by fighting. 

Instead, the victory was won by faith. The Israelites’ faith required that they 

incorporate unique methods like marching silently around Jericho, blowing 

trumpets, and shouting.   
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c. In the classic movie Miracle on 34th Street, Santa Claus defined faith as 

“believing in things when common sense tells you not to.” Actually, true faith is 

doing things when common sense tells you otherwise.  

d. As we face our battles, often God directs us to act in unconventional, 

countercultural, and counterintuitive ways. Love your enemy. Turn the other 

cheek. Go two miles, rather than one. Blessed are those who are persecuted. Store 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven. He who wants to be great must be the 

servant of all. He who wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for Me will find it. Embracing these methods requires that we practice great faith.  

 

III. The Ultimate Battle Is Already Won (Josh. 6:2) 

a. Before any soldiers were assembled, before weapons were gathered, before 

military plans were devised, the Lord said to Joshua, “Look, I have handed 

Jericho, its king, and its fighting men over to you” (Josh. 6:2, HCSB). From the 

Lord’s perspective, victory had already been won. Who could question the 

outcome He had already declared? Everything else was just going through the 

motions.  

b. Life goes on with its ups and downs. But we can rest assured that the ultimate 

battle over sin and death is won! Some of the closing verses in the Bible include 

the complete defeat of our greatest enemies, including the devil (see Rev. 20:10).  

 

Conclusion  
 

In light of this story, the question to ponder as you face battles is not whether God is on your 

side. That question is like asking the Lord to “bless my plans” and “fight my battles.” The greater 

question is to ask whether or not you are on the Lord’s side. We must seek God’s plans and 

desire to engage in His battles.  

 

The shouts of Joshua and the people were not directed at the walls of Jericho or at the citizens 

inside the walls. Their shouts were to the Lord. Their shouts gave testimony of faith in God’s 

greatness. Their shouts affirmed that the battle was the Lord’s. 
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