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1 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 12: Respect 

Potential Sermon Title: R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
Passage: 1 Samuel 26:7-12,21-25 

 
Connection to Passage 
 
Now a fugitive on the run, David had an opportunity to kill Saul but refused to take the easy way 
out. He trusted God, leaving the future in His hands. David chose to show compassion and 
respect, the same things he would want if he were king.  
 
Introduction/ Opening 
 
Everyone, it seems, has advice on how to solve life’s problems. If you type “problem solving” 
into a Google search, you discover more than seventy-seven million results! In the same Google 
search, you will discover this definition: problem solving consists of using a variety of methods 
in an orderly manner to find solutions to problems. Conventional wisdom says that we should do 
what needs to be done in order to eliminate our problems. However, God rarely uses 
conventional wisdom to solve our problems. His preferred methods include trusting, waiting, 
praying, and then watching Him work on our behalf. When we trust God, our problems become 
His opportunities. 
 
Outline 
 
I. Man’s Ways Get Man’s Results (1 Sam. 26:7-8) 

a) On the surface, it appeared that God had handed Saul right into David’s hands. 
Abishai interpreted an easy solution to their problem as one that came from God, 
taking matters into his own hands and spiritualizing it. An opportunity does not 
always mean an open door to act.  

b) David was much more concerned with respecting God and God’s anointed. Even if 
Saul was undeserving of such respect, his position as God’s anointed was deserving 
of respect. A respect for the office is required for occupier of that office. 

 
II. God’s Ways Get God’s Results (1 Sam. 26:9-12) 

a) Harming the Lord’s anointed would make David guilty before God. He waited on 
God’s timing even if that day remained in the future. Better to suffer with the Lord 
than suffer at the hands of the Lord. 

b) As a testimony of his respect for God and Saul, David took Saul’s spear and water jar. 
God blessed David’s obedience by making sure Saul and his army did not wake up 
during David’s heist. When we wait on God and follow His ways instead of our own, 
we see what God can do. 

 
III. God’s Ways Get Man’s Respect (1 Sam. 26:21-25) 

a) Saul stopped his pursuit of David out of respect for David’s obedience to the Lord. 
When we follow God’s way, even when it contradicts conventional wisdom, people 
take notice. At first they may think you are foolish, but as God acts, their eyes are 
open to the life of faith. 
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b) David declared that the Lord rewards righteousness (v. 23). The Bible teaches that no 
one is righteous (Rom. 3:10). However, through our union with Christ, we receive 
His righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21). God’s way to salvation is that of grace and not works 
(Eph. 2:9). When we receive this unearned grace, we respond with worship and 
respect through loving, joyful obedience.  
 

Conclusion 
 

David’s obedience may appear to have come at great personal cost. He had no idea how Saul 
would react. But David’s focus was not on Saul but on God. So many times we are like Peter 
walking on the water. When we keep our gaze on Jesus, we are able to see amazing things 
happen that we could never accomplish on our own. But as soon as Peter took his eyes off Jesus 
and looked at the wind and the waves, he began to sink. Jesus called it a moment of “little faith” 
(Matt. 14:28-31). By focusing on our problems instead of on God, we are likely to take matters 
into our own hands in order to ease the pain. Though it may be a quick fix and offer up some 
short-term relief, it only creates more pain in the long run. But if we keep our gaze fixed on 
Jesus, placing our problems in His hands, we can experience God-sized results that we could 
never have dared imagine. 
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