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1 Samuel Sermon Series 
To be Used: Session 8: Delivered 

Potential Sermon Title: The Battle Belongs to the Lord! 
Passage: 1 Samuel 17:32-37,42-50  

 
Connection to the Passage  
 
David’s victory over the Philistine giant Goliath was evidence that God was truly with him. God 
would use the shepherd to defeat the giant and deliver His people.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
The unconventional often causes the greatest impact. During the siege on Sarajevo in the early 
1990s, Vedran Smailović played his cello in bombed-out buildings. He most notably played 
Albinoni’s Adagio in G Minor, catching the imagination of many people around the world. 
Others wrote and recorded music with him as their inspiration. His defiant but peaceful protest 
against his nation’s enemies made a powerful impression.  
 
God often uses to most unconventional people and means to accomplish His purposes. It is not 
through the powerful and mighty that God wins His victories, but through the faithful. Nothing 
displays that truth more profoundly than the cross of Christ. 
 
Outline 
 
I. Trial (1 Sam. 17:32-33,41-44) 

a) No one believed in David. His oldest brother, Eliab, accused him of having an evil 
heart (v. 28) and wondered why a shepherd was at the front and not with the sheep. 
Saul likewise saw David as a kid unable to go against the Philistine, who was a 
seasoned warrior. How quickly the words “Man does not see what the LORD sees, for 
man sees what is visible, but the LORD sees the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7) had been 
forgotten. In truth, David had to battle not just one, but three giants: Eliab, Saul, and 
Goliath. 

b) Goliath was offended that Israel would send a shepherd boy with a slingshot to go 
against him. All conventional wisdom said this was going to be an unfair fight.  

 
II. Trust (1 Sam. 17:34-37,42-47) 

a) It didn’t matter to David that no one believed in him, because he believed in God. 
This wasn’t David’s first fight. He had done hand-to-hand combat with lions and 
bears. God had been faithful in the past, so what made the battle with Goliath any 
different? 

b) David’s faith was not just talk! By taking up five stones for his sling and standing 
within a spear’s thrust of Goliath, David was putting his faith in action with courage.  

c) David would not allow anyone to disrespect God. By his courageous trust, David not 
only defended the honor of God, but he also made God’s name known to all who 
heard the story of the shepherd who slayed a giant. 
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III. Thud! (1 Sam. 17:48-50) 
a) The true giants were the shepherd and his God. God used a shepherd to defeat a giant 

and deliver His people. God chooses the weak things to shame the strong. He chooses 
a shepherd over a sword and spear, a manger over a palace, a foal of a donkey over an 
armed chariot, and a cross over a crown.  

b) This would not be the last time God would use a faithful shepherd to deliver His 
people. Jesus, a descendent of David, would defeat sin and Satan in order to set His 
people free from sin. Christ is the anointed Shepherd-King who stands before His 
enemy and acts, moves, and conquers through the cross! 

 
Conclusion 
 
There is certainly an element to this story that calls us to be courageous, especially when it 
comes to honoring the name of our God. In these days of moral collapse where Christ is often 
mocked and neglected, this is also a story about faith in what God alone can do. This is 
especially true when it comes to our battle against ourselves. We simply cannot use conventional 
wisdom or self-help books to clean up our act. The battle belongs to the Lord! He alone can 
deliver us from ourselves and from our sinful ways. Will you trust in Christ alone today? 
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