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1 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 7: Anointed! 

Potential Sermon Title: The Leader God Uses 
Passage: 1 Samuel 16:4-13 

 
Connection to Passage 
 
God does not choose His leaders in the same way the world does. God’s criteria include a heart 
committed to Him.   
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
When we think of what makes someone a good leader, we usually consider things such as 
impressive résumés, rugged good looks, intellectual competence, courageous innovation, and 
impeccable communication skills. Names like William Wallace, Winston Churchill, Margaret 
Thatcher, and Steve Jobs might come to mind. In contrast, God seems rather unimpressed by the 
things that impress us. God prefers to find a man or woman after God’s own heart. These are 
individuals whose greatest strength is their humble dependence on God. 
 
Outline 
 
I. Samuel’s Anticipation (1 Sam. 16:4-10) 

a) It appears that Samuel anticipated that God had chosen someone similar in stature to 
Saul to be the next king. It is easy, even among God’s people, to be attracted to 
charismatic, celebrity-type leaders, assuming that God must be just as impressed as 
we are by their charms. But God has a different criterion for selecting His leaders. 

b) God is not interested in outward appearances but the inner workings of the heart. Man 
looks outside. God looks inside. God chooses the foolish, the weak, the insignificant, 
and the despised so that no man may boast before the Lord’s presence (1 Cor. 1:26-
31). 
 

II. Jesse’s Assumption (1 Sam. 16:11-12a) 
a) Jesse assumed David was too young and small compared to his other brothers. He 

wasn’t warrior material; he was better suited to be a shepherd.  
b) Shepherds were considered to be at the bottom on society’s totem pole. Yet it was in 

the fields that David learned to worship, hunt, and protect the sheep from their 
enemies (1 Sam. 17:36). The pasture was God’s training ground for the making of a 
king. We can trust in God’s providence, knowing that He shapes us for His service.  

 
III. David’s Anointing (1 Sam. 16:12b-13) 

a) Along with the anointing came the Spirit of the Lord. The Spirit would be on David 
from that day forward. God’s leader is dependent on God’s Spirit. Following the 
ascension of Christ, the Spirit’s baptism became a permanent reality in the life of a 
believer.  
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b) David’s anointing was precursor to the coming King of kings who would be a 
descendant of David. Jesus is the ultimate King and leader who is also the Shepherd 
of His people. When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended and the voice of 
His Father rang out, “This is My beloved Son. I take delight in Him!” (Matt. 3:17). 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
If you read the biographies of people used by God to do great things, you will discover a simple 
pattern: they went through trials and difficulties that God used to shape their lives and leadership. 
From Augustine to Zwingli (A to Z), the same reality rings true: God’s leaders have been trained 
by fire. Never discount your circumstances or trials as God’s abandonment. In fact, they may be 
God’s training ground for developing His next great leader—you! 
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