
© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 
 

1 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 6: Judged 

Potential Sermon Title: When God Regrets 
Passage: 1 Samuel 15:7-15,22-23 

 
Connection to the Passage 
 
The Lord’s command was clear, yet Saul failed to fully obey it. Disobedience always puts us in 
opposition to God and in the direct path of His holy judgment.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Instead of being shocked by Saul’s rebellion against God, many modern-day people are shocked 
by God’s command for Saul to completely wipe out the Amalekites. The problem is not in God 
but in our understanding of His holiness. The Amalekites had been enemies of God and His 
people, attacking them when they were at their weakest (Ex. 17:8-16; Deut. 25:17-19). God 
promised His people that He would deliver them from their enemies and would enact vengeance 
on their behalf (Isa. 35:4; Deut. 32:35). God has not changed in His approach to rebellion. The 
Amalekites were sinners (1 Sam. 15:18), and the wages of sin has always been death (Rom. 
6:23). 
 
Outline 
 
I. Dangerous Rebellion (1 Sam. 15:7-9,15) 

a) The root for the words “listen,” “hear,” and “obey” appears eight times in this passage 
(vv. 14,19,20,22, and twice in v. 24). The king’s first priority was to listen and obey 
the Lord. Saul partially obeyed God’s command to destroy the Amalekites, but partial 
obedience is complete disobedience. 

b) Even though Saul rebelled against God, Samuel came to him with grace. We must 
remember that our job is not to condemn others but to lead them to repentance.  

c) When confronted about his rebellion, Saul explained that he spared the best of the 
sheep and the oxen for sacrifices to the Lord. He didn’t say anything about the fatted 
caves or Agag. He tried to convince both Samuel and God of his pure motives. God 
will not listen to our pietistic excuses. Saul was not called to do what he felt was best 
but to obey the clear voice of the Lord. 

 
II. Disappointed Regret (1 Sam. 15:10-14) 

a) The Lord told Samuel that He regretted making Saul king. This statement does not 
discount God’s perfection, as verse 29 makes clear. God was not taken by surprise or 
unaware in advance how Saul’s leadership would falter. Just because He knew what 
would happen doesn’t mean He wasn’t disappointed in Saul’s rebellion. The real 
issue was not Saul’s act of disobedience but that the act demonstrated a much darker 
reality: he had turned away from following the Lord (v. 11). 

b) Samuel could hear the bleating of sheep and lowing of oxen that revealed the true 
actions of Saul. The fruit always gives away the type of tree from which it comes. 

 
 

http://www.lifeway.com/explorethebible�


© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 
 

III. Divine Rejection (1 Sam. 15:22-23) 
a) God’s response to Saul’s so-called offering is a fierce declaration that God delights in 

obedience, not sacrifice. God is looking for an obedient heart. To obey is better than 
to sacrifice.  

b) God likens Saul’s sins to the sins committed by pagans such as the Amalekites. 
Because Saul rejected the Lord, God rejected him as king. As the king goes, so go the 
people. If God had allowed Saul’s sin to go unpunished, it would have created a 
nation of disobedience.  

 
Conclusion  
 
This story makes us uncomfortable, perhaps even fearful, at the unwavering holy judgment of 
God towards those who disobey Him. This story serves as a warning against turning away from 
God. Yet, if we are honest with ourselves, we know that we too have failed to obey God. We are 
also sinners deserving of God’s judgment and rejection. We must learn from Saul, who made 
excuses and offered up his so-called good intentions to atone for his sin. Good deeds are never 
enough to make up for our sin and rebellion against God. We must admit that we have sinned 
against God and that we are powerless to save ourselves. Our only hope is to trust in the life, 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ on our behalf.  
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