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1 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 4: King?  

Potential Sermon Title: Who’s on the Throne? 
1 Samuel 8:4-9,19-22 

 
Connection to the Passage 
 
The Israelites were God’s people under God’s reign. By demanding a king, they rejected God’s 
rule and refused His provision as their King. 
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
There are no problems too big for God. We can easily say this statement and affirm it. However, 
our anxieties and actions often reveal our unbelief in the greatness and goodness of God. We 
often see our problems as bigger than God, so we turn to our own devices to solve them. We act 
as if God doesn’t know what He’s doing or doesn’t have our best intentions in mind. We look at 
what the world is doing and what appears to be working, and then we set out to fix the situation 
ourselves. However, when we doubt God’s greatness and turn to someone else for help, we 
become idol worshipers who reject God’s reign.  
 
Outline 
 
I. Rejection of God’s Reign (1 Sam. 8:4-9) 

a) Israel’s request for a king was permissible according to Deuteronomy 17:14-20. The 
problem was their refusal to acknowledge that they in fact already had a king: God was 
their king (1 Sam. 12:12). By rejecting Samuel, whom God had appointed, they were 
actually rejecting God Himself as their King (v. 7).  

b) Israel had a history of idolatry (v. 8). Demanding a king was another example of the same 
idolatrous pattern. They gave lip service to their trust in God, but their actions proved 
their faithlessness. What do our actions reveal about our trust in God? How easy it is for 
Christians and churches to seek new gimmicks rather than new hearts? 

 
II. Restriction of God’s Rule (1 Sam. 8:5,19-20) 

a) One of the primary motivations that drove the elders to demand a king was their desire to 
be like the other nations. They were supposed to be distinct from the other nations (Lev. 
20:26; Num. 23:9). However, Israel relied on political strategies rather than God. 

b) Jesus is the King of kings and is worthy of our allegiance and obedience because He laid 
down His own life for the sake of His people. But amazingly, there are many who still do 
not want Him to rule over them (see Luke 19:14). 

 
III. Reaping of God’s Release (1 Sam. 8:21-22) 

a) The people refused to listen to Samuel; therefore, God gave them what they asked for. 
That request would soon come back to haunt them (1 Sam. 15). God released them over 
to the consequences of their own refusal to listen to His servant. Their anxieties would 
increase drastically. 
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b) Israel heard God’s wisdom but did not submit to it. It is not enough to simply listen to 
God’s Word; we must cherish it and live by it (Jas. 1:22). We must ask God to keep us 
teachable and humble (Prov. 12:15). God’s Word reveals to us our sinfulness and our 
powerlessness to save ourselves. We need a king! 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
We can repeat the same foolish decision made by Israel by turning away from Jesus, the one true 
King. When we turn to other things to provide us satisfaction, protection, security, and purpose, 
we become idolaters. Jesus is the One whom God appointed as the true King—the One who died 
and rose again! We must ask ourselves, “Who sits on the throne of our hearts?”  
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