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1 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 3: Worthy!  

Potential Sermon Title: Worship War! 
1 Samuel 5:1-6; 6:11-16 

 
Connection to the Passage 
 
There is only one true God who is worthy of worship and praise. Our worship is to be focused on 
God and not our own tastes and preferences. It is not about us.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Worship has always been a hot topic of debate. Should we use hymns or choruses, bands or 
choirs, seeker-friendly or liturgical music? Behind many of these debates lies a common theme: 
people making worship about them instead of God. Worship comes from the word “worth.” 
Thus, worship is not primarily about personal taste; it is about valuing God.  
 
Outline 
 
I. Worship God Alone (1 Sam. 5:1-6) 

a) The one true God is a jealous God and will not share His glory with another (Ex. 
34:14; Isa. 42:8). Today, we may not worship at the feet of a statue, but we are just as 
susceptible to idolatry when we make created things ultimate things. Even good and 
important things can be turned into idols in our life when we look to them as the one 
true source of our joy and contentment. 

b) Dagon being facedown before the ark of the Lord signified that all must bow before 
the one and only living God. In a similar fashion, we must submit all that we are and 
have to the Lord to keep everything else from turning into idols of the heart. 

c) There are consequences associated with idolatry. The hand of God was heavy against 
the people of Ashdod as God afflicted them with tumors (v. 6). God does not share 
His glory with anyone or anything. 

 
II. Worship God Always (1 Sam. 6:11-16) 

a) The Philistines received specific instructions for the ark’s return that included a guilt 
offering (vv. 1-10). All people must recognize that God is holy and must be 
approached as such.  

b) The very first thing the people of Beth-shemesh did when they received the ark of 
God was worship. Out of gratitude and praise, they offered worship to the Lord 
without letting any time pass. 

c) The men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrifices to the Lord. Worship 
and sacrifice go hand in hand. The use of sacrifice in worship was a precursor of the 
ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, who was slain for our sins. The 
way the people of God worshiped served as a testimony to the Philistines who saw it. 
In the same way, the church’s worship is a witness to the community of how much 
we value God. 
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Conclusion 
 
Everyone is a worshiper. Our hearts were made to worship. We all give ultimate value to 
something, perhaps a career, or money and possessions, or sports, or successes. The list is 
endless. But we must not put whatever we value before the one true God. Only God is worthy of 
our worship, and only when we worship God are our souls truly satisfied. Everything else leaves 
us ultimately empty. Augustine said, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is 
restless until it rests in you.” May our worship reflect how much we value God and His sacrifice 
for us, and may it be a testimony to the world of the glory of the one true God who alone is 
worthy of worship and praise.  
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