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Acts 1-11 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 12: Accepting  

Potential Sermon Title: The Mission of God  
Among All People  

Passage: Acts 10:9-15,43-48 
 
Connection to Passage 
 
The vision of Peter shows the inclusion of and the mission to the Gentiles. This passage 
illustrates the power of the gospel to create a new people brought together by Christ, not by 
religious or ceremonial stipulations. The mission of God requires a missional mindset that 
accepts the Spirit’s work in all people.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
In our churches we are more comfortable in accepting people like us, with similar backgrounds 
and pedigrees. However, the gospel requires us to look beyond external prejudices and attest to 
the work of the Spirit in everyone’s life. The gospel creates a new community of people brought 
together in Christ. Part of the mission requires that the church open her fellowship to all who 
believe.  
 
Outline 
 
1. Mission Requires an Open Mindset (10:9-15) 

a. Peter was, by descent and religion, a Jew. Jewish ceremonial law forbade the 
consumption of unclean animals (Lev. 11:2-47). The Israelite ceremonial laws were 
meant to show being set apart for holiness and also to show our inability to fulfill the law 
as a means of salvation. In the new era, both Jews and Gentiles are declared “clean” 
through Christ, not by their works. This vision was an expansion of God’s mission among 
all people. No cultural or religious stipulations should trump the gospel. All are welcome 
in Christ.  

2. Mission Requires Gospel Acceptance (10:43) 

a. The message of the gospel declares that all are offered forgiveness of sin and holiness 
through Christ alone. In this sense, Christians are set apart as holy through the work of 
Christ, not by ceremonial law-abiding. God is the Judge of the living and the dead, and a 
declaration of cleanliness (or righteousness) is only possible in Christ. All people from 
every background can accept the gospel.  
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3. Mission Recognizes the Spirit’s Work (10:44-45) 

a. The proclamation of the gospel along with the work of the Holy Spirit gave witness to the 
new era of God’s mission. The Jewish witnesses of this event were astonished, because 
belief in the gospel made the Gentiles clean, as the Spirit testified to their transformation. 
God can even change those who are not culturally like us, despite our prejudices and 
expectations.  

4. Mission Rejoices in Outward Response (10:46-48) 

a. Again, the demonstration of speaking in tongues and praising God revealed the Spirit’s 
presence and God’s acceptance of Gentiles without ceremonial circumcision, which was 
required for conversion to Judaism. Moreover, their baptism was an outward sign of 
God’s work in their hearts and their personal faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
Conclusion 
 
We cannot allow our cultural prejudices to trump our gospel convictions. The good news of the 
gospel is that God accepts all people in Christ. Accepting Christ as the basis of faith requires that 
we extend that same acceptance to others in Christ.  
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