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Acts 1-11 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 8: Selfless  

Potential Sermon Title: The Mission of God Requires 
A Servant’s Heart 

Passage: Acts 6:1-10 
 
Connection to Passage 
 
The explosive growth of the church revealed neglect among the needy as the number of Greek-
speaking Jewish believers increased. As the apostles became aware of the neglect of some of 
these needy widows, they called upon the Greek-speaking community to choose leaders to meet 
the need. 
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
The church is not only called to proclaim the gospel in word but also to demonstrate the power of 
that gospel in deed. A gospel-centered church often attracts the broken and needy. Therefore, the 
church must have an army of servant leaders who can focus on the physical needs of the 
congregation while the pastors preach the gospel word.  
 
Outline 

1. Servant Leaders are Needed for the Mission of God (6:1-2) 
 
a. The church will grow with faithful Bible teaching and prayer. As the church grows, it 

requires more people to serve so that no one is neglected. Like the apostles in the early 
church, the modern church sets aside pastors to preach, teach, and lead in prayer. In order 
for the needs of the church to be met, there also must be others set aside to attend to the 
needy. Who will step up to keep the church focused? 

b. As the passage states, it is not right to neglect the preaching, teaching, and prayer for 
service. But it is also not right to neglect serving the needy. Both are required for a 
healthy church mission. While the pastors are called to be the primary overseers of the 
spiritual needs of the church, servant leaders are called to primarily oversee the physical 
needs of the church. Both are necessary, and both are important. 
 

2. The Mission of God Needs Servant Leaders Who are Full of the Spirit (6:3-7) 
 
a. The ministry of charity was distracting the apostles from their calling to preach the word 

of God. The ministry of service is taxing and cannot be done by the power of man. This is 
why servants must be full of the Spirit. As we pour out our lives in service, we need 
God’s power to sustain us and refresh us.  

b. When pastors are able to focus on the ministry of the word, and when servant leaders are 
full of faith and the Spirit, the church will run on all cylinders. When the ministry of the 
word and the ministry of service are held together, the church will thrive and the ministry 
will multiply.  
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3. In the Mission of God, Service is Often Sharpened in Testing (6:8-10) 
 
a. Stephen was full of grace and power. As he ministered, God demonstrated His presence 

in the ministry through signs and wonders. God’s grace is sufficient for our weaknesses, 
and His power is the bedrock of supernatural ministry. Recognizing our need for grace 
and leaning on the power of God is the biblical vision for ministry.  

b. However, it becomes clear in this passage that men will dispute such powerful ministry. 
Even as we meet the needs of people, there will be resistance. But once again, Stephen’s 
power was from God, which enabled him to persist amidst the dispute.   

 
Conclusion 
 
As the pastor, it is important that I focus on my primary calling—to equip the saints for the work 
of the ministry. In doing that, it’s also important that the entire body steps up to serve and meet 
the needs of those around them. God will bless the church that not only proclaims the gospel 
with their lips, but also demonstrates the power of the gospel in their lives.  
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