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Acts 1-11 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 7: Faithful  

Potential Sermon Title: Be Faithful to the Mission  
by Being Faithful to the Message 

Passage: Acts 5:25-35,38-42 

 
Connection to Passage 
 

Persecution against the apostles for proclaiming the name of Jesus became intense. The anger 

and jealousy among the religious leaders was so great that they resorted to beating the apostles 

and seeking their deaths. In spite of this, the apostles were faithful to the proclamation of the 

gospel message.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

As hostility continues to grow against Christians and their message of salvation through Christ 

alone, the church must remain faithful to proclaiming that message even in the face of 

persecution. One of the things evident from church history is that when opponents attempt to 

stomp out the gospel like a camp fire, the Holy Spirit not only fuels the fire, but the embers shoot 

out and start new fires.  

 

Outline 
 

1. Proclaim the Message No Matter the Cost (5:25-28) 

a. After being released from prison, the apostles continued to proclaim the gospel—the very 

reason they were thrown in prison in the first place. Even though the apostles were 

charged by the council to stay quiet, they still persisted in evangelism. We cannot be 

quiet when we have the life-changing message of God. 

b. In spite of the council’s command, the apostles filled Jerusalem with their teaching of the 

gospel. When your commission is from God, it trumps the commands of men. No scheme 

of man can stop the power of God.  

2. Proclaim the Message as a Charge from God (5:29-32) 

a. Not only did God raise Jesus, whom these religious leaders killed, God also placed Jesus 

at His right hand in a position of authority and power. In this sense, Jesus not only has 

power over the threats of the religious leaders, He also has a higher position of authority. 

b. It is interesting that the apostles mentioned that Christ has the power to forgive Israel. 

The apostles were speaking to Israel’s religious leaders. Moreover, they recognized the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which is only given to those who obey God. Again, they 

were calling the leaders to repentance and obedience.  
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3. Proclaim the Message as Planned by God (5:33-35,38-39) 

a. Even when the apostles enraged the religious leaders, the leaders took caution. We see 

that God not only vindicates the power of his message but also protects his messengers.  

b. No one is able to overthrow the gospel message because it is the power of God for 

salvation, Every time the gospel messengers are met with opposition, it is part of God’s 

plan to advance the message. 

4. Proclaim the Message while Counting the Cost (5:40-42) 

a. Once again, the apostles were beaten for proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. We must 

be willing to count the cost of our obedience to the mission of God.  

b. What an example! The apostles left their beatings rejoicing that they had been counted 

worthy of suffering for Jesus’ name. This gospel was more valuable than life itself for the 

apostles. No matter what was done to their bodies, their reward was secure in the world to 

come.  

Conclusion 
 

There will be opposition to the proclamation of the gospel. But remember that when someone 

tries to stomp out the fire, the embers usually shoot out and spread the fire. There is a cost to 

faithfulness, but God has even factored that into His plan for the fruitfulness of the church. When 

we count the cost, we see that God is more powerful than the culture’s threats.  
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