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Acts 1-11 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 6: Integrity  

Potential Sermon Title: The Mission of Genuine Deeds 
Passage: Acts 4:36-37; 5:1-11 

 
 
Connection to Passage 
 
Luke contrasted the genuine deeds of Barnabas, which resulted in the glory of God, with the 
disingenuous deeds of Ananias and Sapphira, which resulted in the judgment of God. Our 
omniscient God will reveal the genuineness of our deeds. Sin must be taken seriously, as it leads 
to spiritual death.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Genuine deeds demonstrate our obedience to Christ’s command to love others as we would love 
ourselves. Genuine deeds seek to meet the needs of the church with the same force, care, and 
attention that we would use to meet our own. When we hold back our sacrificial love, we prove 
that we love ourselves too much and that others are not worth the cost of sacrifice.  
 
Outline 
 
1. Encourage Through Genuine Deeds (4:36-37) 

a. Barnabas (the son of encouragement) was held up as an example for his voluntary 
sacrifice for the mission of God through the church. This progress report on the life of the 
early church is meant for our encouragement and emulation. By holding Barnabas up as 
an example, Luke is implying “do as he does”—meet others’ needs through sacrificial 
giving. 

b. Barnabas sold his field and placed the proceeds at the feet of the apostles for the 
advancement of the gospel. Land was, and continues to be, a valuable commodity. This 
act of sacrifice revealed Barnabas’ true treasure, the good news of Jesus. He may have 
lost value in this life, but his sacrifice allowed others to benefit in the world to come. Our 
sacrifice benefits others. Our material loss is for their spiritual gain. 

2. Genuine Deeds Do Not Deceive (5:1-6) 

a. Ananias’s decision to hold back a portion of a gift while claiming to be giving it totally to 
the church proved that his security was not in God but in his possessions. This deception 
proved to be deadly and confirms the biblical teaching that one cannot serve two masters. 
Moreover, it shows that half-hearted deeds are dark-hearted lies. God calls us to give 
ourselves fully.  

b. Ananias and Sapphira’s deception revealed their grievance against the Holy Spirit. By 
attempting to gain favor and self-glory among men, they threatened the purity of the 
church and stole from the glory of God. God takes deceit seriously, especially within the 
church.  
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3. Genuine Deeds Will Be Revealed (5:7-11) 

a. Sapphira’s choice to join in on the lie made her culpable in the scheme to gain favor and 
glory through deceit. Often, we mistake the security of numbers in deceitful plans. 
However, the Lord knows our hearts. No matter how much we may try to cover our 
tracks in concert with others, the truth will be revealed.  

b. The plan of deception was seen as a test against God. How foolish! The judgment of God 
was revealed through both of their deaths. This was a plan that would take them to the 
grave. Great fear of God’s omniscience should bolster our desire to be truthful.   

Conclusion 
 
We are called to genuine sacrificial giving, like Barnabas shows in this passage. We are also 
warned of deceit in giving through the judgment of God against Ananias and Sapphira. We are to 
encourage others by meeting their needs with the same love and care that we would use to meet 
our own. This requires a willingness to hold out our possessions with an open hand.  
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