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Acts 1-11 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 5: Courageous  

Potential Sermon Title: The Mission of Proclamation 
Passage: Acts 4:1-13 

 
 
Connection to Passage 
 
Peter’s sermon provoked the anger of the Sadducees, who had the apostles arrested and held for 
trial before the religious leaders. In this passage, we have an account of their arrest and their 
hearing. Through all this, the apostles did not hesitate or cower in proclaiming the powerful 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
In our time, truth is often obscured by the world’s understanding of tolerance. We are told that if 
someone confronts us with the truth, it is not loving or tolerant. But truth and love are one in the 
same. As Tim Chester puts it, “Truth without love is like doing heart surgery with a hammer. 
Love without truth is like doing surgery with a wet fish.”1

 
 We need both love and truth.  

Outline 
 
1. Proclaim Against Pressure (4:1-7) 

a. The religious leaders were upset with Peter’s revolutionary preaching on the resurrection. 
Yet, in spite of the pressure, they continued to preach. Even in the face of pressure, we 
must lovingly preach the revolutionary gospel of Jesus Christ. It will be offensive, 
because it confronts everything the world holds dear. Sometimes offending is the greatest 
form of love.  

b. Not only were 3,000 saved in Acts 2:41, but now 5,000 (men alone) were added to their 
number. The incredible growth of the church came because of the Holy Spirit’s work 
through the proclamation of the gospel, even amidst pressure. The power of God is 
greater than the pressure of man.  

2. Proclaim With Power (4:8-12) 

a. The apostles proclaimed the gospel in the power of the Spirit. Christians are full of the 
Spirit. From the overflow of their lives should come the loving and powerful preaching of 
the gospel. The Spirit works as the church proclaims. The Spirit works in people as they 
hear. The Spirit works in people as they respond. Therefore, we must be faithful in 
proclamation in order for the Spirit to bring fruit.  

b. Peter’s accusation of their role in crucifying Christ is set in contrast to God’s role in 
raising Him from the dead. Moreover, since Christ is the only name by which salvation 
comes, they are further condemned in their man-made religion. The power of the gospel 
is found in God’s ways, not in man-made systems. This is the love of God—that Christ 
came! 
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3. Proclaim With Boldness (4:13) 

a. Peter and John were known to be uneducated, or common, men. However, they spoke 
with love and boldness in the power of the Spirit. This shows us that man-made 
credentials or eloquence in speaking are not necessary for God to work through our 
proclamation.  

b. The apostles’ intimate knowledge of God was found in the fact that they had spent time 
with Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only mediator between God and man. To know Jesus is to 
know the loving and sovereign God of the universe. This intimate knowledge is not 
obtained through religious systems of education.  

 
Conclusion 
 
The love of God is most fully seen in the death and resurrection of Christ as the payment for sin. 
The most loving thing we can do is proclaim this message, because it is true. Sure, it may be 
confrontational and painful to hear. But, like in surgery, cutting is required for healing.  
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1 Tim Chester, You Can Change (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 158. 
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