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Acts 1-11 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 4: Resurrected  

Potential Sermon Title: The Resurrection  
and the Power of God 

Passage: Luke 24:1-12 
 
Connection to Passage 
 
In many ways, Acts is the sequel to Luke. Luke wrote the book of Acts to follow his account of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. In this passage we witness the resurrection, which is the 
supernatural foundation for the mission of the church outlined in Acts. The resurrection changes 
everything!  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
The historical account of Jesus’ resurrection demands a response. As C. S. Lewis argued, a 
person can either respond by declaring that Jesus is a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord of the universe.1

 

 
If Jesus rose from the dead, it changes everything, including the purpose and trajectory of your 
life. Moreover, the church exists to point people to the Risen Jesus who is Lord over all. 

Outline 

1. How Will You Respond to the Empty Tomb? (24:1-3) 
 
a. As the group of women arrived at the tomb, their preconceived notions were blown away. 

They had come prepared to anoint Jesus’ body, which was the normal thing to do. But 
God had other plans. In the resurrection, God inaugurated the world to come. This other-
world reality demands a willingness to respond in light of God’s plan, not ours.  

b. Jesus’ body not being in the tomb showed that He defeated sin and death, the only two 
realities of this world that man has yet to overcome. The reality of the resurrection 
demands a response! Not only initial belief, but a belief that will impact how you live the 
rest your life now that sin and death are defeated. 
 

2. Will You Believe What the Angels Have Declared? (24:4-8) 
 
a. The empty tomb was at first perplexing to the women. But the angels declared the empty 

tomb to be proof and confirmation that Jesus’ claims to be the Son of God were in fact 
true. As with any declaration of truth, it demands a response. Do you believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God that came to save us from sin? 

b. The angels’ declaration that Jesus “must” be crucified and resurrected points to God’s 
plan for salvation. If this is true, then all other attempts at self-salvation are futile. This is 
the way God Himself has provided. Will you trust in God’s plan through Jesus Christ? If 
you have believed, are you telling others?  
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3. Will You Respond Like Peter Did? (24:9-12) 
 
a. Interestingly enough, Jesus’ most intimate followers (the disciples) doubted. Doubts are 

often present in the lives of believers. We have to remember that we do not always 
understand God or what He is doing. Like the man in Mark 9:24, it is okay to cry out, “I 
do believe! Help my unbelief.” 

b. It is often through our doubts that God reveals Himself, and our only response is to 
marvel at His miraculous ways. As we consider the reality of the resurrection, we can 
only marvel at the power of God! Our marveling is the heart-deep response of worship!  

 
Conclusion 
 
The tomb is empty. The resurrection of Jesus Christ changes everything. He offers salvation 
from sin and death. His resurrection is also the seal of the world to come, when God will make 
all things new. Do you believe? Do you marvel at the work of God? If so, respond in worship! 
Trust in God, not only for your life, but also for your eternal destiny.  
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1 C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: HarperCollins, 1980), 47-52. 
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