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Acts 1-11 Sermon Series 

To Be Used: Session 1: Entrusted  
Potential Sermon Title: The Entrusted Mission 

Passage: Acts 1:1-11 
 

 
Connection to Passage 
 

After a brief introduction, Luke reviewed all that had happened during the 40-day period as Jesus 

prepared His followers for the task of telling everyone about Him and His message. As Jesus 

ascended, He entrusted His mission to his followers.  

 
Introduction/Opening 
 

Have you ever begun a vocation as an intern or understudy only to one day take on more 

responsibility in the company? Have you ever been promoted to a position that you once worked 

under? In those situations we often feel both prepared and scared. Prepared because we knew 

that the day would come. Scared because the day had, in fact, come, and we wonder if we can 

actually do the job.   

 

In a sense, this is what the disciples faced in this moment. They had been prepared by Jesus, and 

now Jesus was handing the mission over to them. But Jesus did not leave them alone. He 

provided the power to fulfill the mission. Moreover, the success of the mission was ultimately 

dependent on the work of Christ, not on the disciple’s ingenuity.  

 
Outline 
 

1. The Mission is Founded on a Promise (1:1-5)  

a. Reminding Theophilus of his gospel account, Luke grounded the mission in the work of 

Christ. Not only had Christ risen, He had instructed them on the kingdom of God. There 

is much responsibility here, but it all rests on the work of Christ.  

b. The disciples were instructed to wait on the promised Spirit. The mission of God happens 

in God’s way (reversing our notions) and in God’s timing (reversing our self-

determination). We must depend on His promise, not our power.  

2. The Mission is Fueled by His Power (1:6-8) 

a. Jesus did not usher in His kingdom through military force and political legislation. The 

kingdom of God does not operate like the kingdoms of this world. In fact, the kingdom of 

God advances quite differently.  

b. Jesus reminded them that He was not restoring the kingdom of Israel, but the eternal 

kingdom of God. Jesus did not come for political restructuring but rather for salvation 

and restoration to the ends of the earth. 
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3. The Mission is Given to His People (1:9-11) 

a. The disciples watched as Jesus ascended into the presence of God. The two men in white 

robes reminded them that Jesus will return. Therefore, there is no time to waste. 

b. The disciples had a crisis moment as they stared into the heavens, realizing that the 

mission was left to them. Jesus, their leader, was gone. The mission now rested on them. 

Awaiting the Spirit, they had to decide to believe Jesus and take His gospel to the ends of 

the earth. 

 
Conclusion 
 

The church is sent on mission by Jesus. As Ed Stetzer often says, “It's not that the church has a 

mission, but rather that the mission has a church.” We join Jesus on His mission. Not only has 

Jesus secured the success of that mission through the cross and resurrection, He has also 

empowered the church for the mission by His Spirit. We now have to decide—will we live on 

mission with God?  
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