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1, 2 Peter; Jude Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 13: With Anticipation  

Potential Sermon Title: “The Promise of Christ’s Return” 
Passage: 2 Peter 3:3-13,17-18  

 
 

Connection to 2 Peter 3:1-18 
 

Peter offered much encouragement in his two letters, but perhaps nothing greater than the 

reminder that Jesus is coming again! The Day of the Lord will come suddenly, and it will come 

soon. But for now, God’s patience and delay are signs of the opportunity for salvation for those 

who need Christ (v. 15). 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

There’s a scene in the second movie of The Lord of the Rings trilogy that points to the return of 

Christ. As the people of Rohan flee to the sanctuary of Helm’s Deep to withstand the attack of 

the evil hordes of Saruman, Gandalf the White mysteriously decides to go away for some hidden 

purpose but promises to return. He declares to the future king Aragorn to look to the east for his 

return. And in the most dire hour, when all hope seems to be lost, Gandalf returns, just as he 

promised, to rescue the people and bring victory over evil. 

 

J. R. R. Tolkien was allegorically telling the story of Christ’s return. Christ promised He would 

come again for us (John 14:1-3). We are expected to look for His return with great anticipation 

(Acts 1:4-11). 

 

Outline 
 

I. Some Will Scoff at His Promised Return (2 Pet. 3:3-7) 

a. Peter stated that some perceive this promised return as nonsense. They scoff at the 

idea because they want to live as if it isn’t true and fulfill their carnal desires 

without worry. 

b. Scoffers do have a point: it has been a long time since Jesus promised He would 

return. Things definitely continue on. But Peter reminded his readers that those in 

Noah’s day scoffed at him for building a boat in faith. It took a long time, and 

many continued to live in their sins without heeding the warning of the flood. 

Sadly, scoffers face the same fate and choose to live in hardened ignorance of the 

imminence of Christ’s return. 

 

II. The Lord Will Fulfill His Promised Return (2 Pet. 3:8-9) 

a. Should we doubt His promise, since much time has passed? Not at all. We might 

live and die without seeing His return, but that negates neither the promise nor its 

fulfillment. 

b. The Lord is working on a different timetable than ours; frankly, He is working on 

a different metric of time. Peter compared a day to a thousand years (and vice 

versa) for the Lord. We ought to be humbled by that truth. 
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c. So when will the Lord fulfill His promised return? No one knows. But we must 

not mistake His delay as anything other than pure grace and mercy. The Lord’s 

patience is at work, “not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance” (v. 

9). This patience is an opportunity for salvation (v. 15). 

 

III. Believers Anticipate His Promised Return (2 Pet. 3:10-13,17-18) 

a. Because the Day of the Lord will come like a thief, believers are to live in 

anticipation of it. We are to be ready and prepared, as many of the parables of 

Jesus in the Gospels make plain. 

b. Peter explained that “based on His promise, we wait” (v. 13). Yes, we wait 

expectantly. But we must also be on our guard against the error of false teachers 

in the meantime (v. 17), as Peter warned previously (2:1-22). 

c. Living in anticipation means we continue to “grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (v. 18). We continue to walk by faith and add 

to it the virtues of a Spirit-filled life. We busy ourselves with His mission, in 

order that He might receive “glory both now and to the day of eternity” (v. 18). 

  

Conclusion 
 

The return of Christ is meant to be a source of great encouragement to us, especially in times of 

grief and sorrow over death (1 Thess. 5:1-11). We are to place our hope in Christ, knowing that 

He will not abandon us as orphans but will come again to take us to dwell with Him forevermore 

(John 14:1-3).  
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