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1, 2 Peter; Jude Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 11: With Trust  

Potential Sermon Title: “God’s Truth Confirmed” 
Passage: 2 Peter 1:12-21  

 
 

Connection to 2 Peter 1:12-21 
 

Peter’s time was short, and he knew he was nearing death. He wanted his readers to know and be 

confident in God’s truth, so he offered reasons to confirm the truth. This text also presents a 

strong doctrinal foundation for the veracity and inspiration of God’s Word. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Humans are by nature skeptical and wary, especially when people are claiming to speak on 

behalf of God. Perhaps the reason why we are this way is because some have made false claims 

about God, and we have suffered the consequences. The repercussions of following false 

teachers can even be disastrous—names like David Koresh, Marshall Applewhite, and Jim Jones 

add fuel to our skepticism.  

 

Peter is not like those men. He had been with Jesus and could confirm God’s truth and speak for 

Him. Peter was trustworthy because of his relationship with Christ and because he was moved by 

the Spirit to relay God’s truth to his readers. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Confirmed by Peter’s Reminders (2 Pet. 1:12-15) 

a. Peter’s readers were “established in the truth” (v. 12), but they still needed 

reminders. Peter promised to always remind them about these things. And rightly 

so—we need to keep the gospel before our eyes daily, so that we are not 

shortsighted and forget that we’ve been cleansed from our past sins (v. 9). 

b. God had revealed to Peter that his time was short. So Peter considered it 

appropriate as long as he was with them to remind them about God’s truth and 

confirm it repeatedly so that they might continue to grow. 

 

II. Confirmed by Peter’s Eyewitness Testimony (2 Pet. 1:16-18) 

a. Peter confirmed the truth, not some contrived myth. He was called by Jesus as a 

disciple and participated in His ministry. He saw the things Jesus did and heard 

the things He taught. Peter was an eyewitness “of His majesty” (v. 16).  

b. Matthew 17 describes the transfiguration of Jesus, where Peter, James, and John 

beheld the Lord glorified and majestic. Obviously, this left a lasting impression on 

Peter. One of the reasons why Peter could confirm the truth of God in Jesus Christ 

was because he had been there. Peter was with Jesus and beheld Him in His grace 

and glory. 
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III. Confirmed by Peter’s Spirit-Produced Words (2 Pet. 1:19-21) 

a. Because Peter was an eyewitness, he could confirm the prophetic word. He 

reminded his readers that the prophesies of Scripture are not produced by men but 

came from God. It’s not about one’s interpretation of these things and events; 

rather, God’s truth is confirmed by its Spirit-produced quality and consistency. 

b. Even more astounding is the fact that Peter let his readers know that what he 

wrote wasn’t merely his human opinion. No! His words are also from God—

inasmuch as he himself, like the Old Testament prophets, was “moved by the 

Holy Spirit” (v. 21).  

 

Conclusion 
 

Peter told his readers that they would “do well to pay attention” (v. 19) to the prophetic word 

strongly confirmed by him. It is an encouraging word and an inspired word. And Peter is most 

qualified to confirm God’s truth in Jesus Christ, since he spent years with Him as a disciple 

seeing His works and hearing His teaching.  
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