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1, 2 Peter; Jude Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 9: Alert Living  

Potential Sermon Title: “Parting Words” 
Passage: 1 Peter 5:1-11  

 
 

Connection to 1 Peter 5:1-14 
 

Peter concluded his letter by offering some final thoughts and encouragement to church leaders 

and congregations in the midst of suffering. Two realities tie together in suffering: our enemy the 

devil is trying to destroy us, but God is greater and works all things for the good of those who 

love Him and are called according to His purpose (Rom. 8:28). 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

When my grandfather was facing the last days of his earthly life, Alzheimer’s overtook him, 

making it difficult for him to remember any of his family. We would visit with him, but he 

wouldn’t know who we were. Those were sad times indeed. 

 

I recall the last conversation I had with my grandfather before he died. It was just the two of us, 

and I was trying to help him remember who I was. (He raised me, after all!) I asked, “Grandad, 

do you know who I am?” He replied, “No.” I said, “Well, Grandad, do you remember who Jesus 

is?” And his eyes lit up as he said, “How could I ever forget Him?” These parting words are a 

cherished memory for me. 

 

Peter’s parting words are memorable as well. He left the readers of his first letter with 

encouragement and hope, even as they faced suffering and persecution. 

 

Outline 
 

I. A Personal Exhortation (1 Pet. 5:1-4) 

a. Peter is no armchair quarterback when it comes to suffering; he’s seen his share as 

well. But he’s also seen the glory about to be revealed (see Matt. 17:1-9). As a 

fellow elder, he took time to exhort the elders who served and shepherded God’s 

people in the midst of suffering. 

b. His exhortation to the elders was to shepherd God’s flock with joy and humility, 

since they’ve been entrusted with this task. There is an unfading crown of glory 

set aside for those who shepherd God’s people, and Jesus, the “chief Shepherd,” 

will give it to them when He returns. 

 

II. A Practical Encouragement (1 Pet. 5:5-9) 

a. Peter’s encouragement to the church was to walk in humility. It takes humility to 

“be subject to the elders” (v. 5). If only God’s flock would recognize the 

stewardship that God has entrusted to those whom He’s called to shepherd them! 

Done well, elders and congregations can flourish in the gospel, provided that each 

group clothes themselves with humility toward one another (v. 5). 
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b. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble, which is why Peter 

encouraged God’s people to walk in humility. As it relates to suffering, having 

entrusted themselves to God (1 Pet. 4:19), believers are to humble themselves 

“under the mighty hand of God” (v. 6). If He humbles you, He will exalt you as 

well in His time. So cast your cares upon Him, because He cares for you! 

c. Watch out for your enemy, the devil. He is active and looking to devour you. But 

stand firm in your faith in Christ and resist the devil. And be encouraged: you are 

not alone in this. Your fellow believers around the world are also under assault by 

the enemy. Take heart! 

 

III. A Powerful Ending (1 Pet. 5:10-12) 

a. Suffering is real, but we choose to focus on “the God of all grace.” He has called 

us to “His eternal glory in Christ Jesus” (v. 10), and He will bring us safely home. 

b. Peter wrote this letter to encourage his readers in their time of suffering and “to 

testify that this is the true grace of God” (v. 12). God is bigger than all our trials. 

God is gracious in His dealings with us. God has not abandoned us, nor will He 

ever! So we take our stand in the grace of God and endure suffering for His glory. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Parting words are memorable words. Consider a time when you’ve had to say good-bye to 

someone that you might not see for a long time, or recall the last words a loved one said before 

he or she passed away. You remember those words well.  

 

Peter’s parting words are meant to leave his readers with something memorable: God is 

sovereign (He has dominion) and God “will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and 

support” His people after they have suffered a little (v. 10). As Peter concludes, “this is the true 

grace of God” (v. 12). 
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