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1, 2 Peter; Jude Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 6: Always Ready  

Potential Sermon Title: “The Hope that is in You” 
Passage: 1 Peter 3:13-22  

 
 

Connection to 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

Peter’s theme of suffering as a Christian continues in these verses. He sought to equip his readers 

by challenging them to consider their situation as a blessing, provided that they are doing good 

and not evil. Ultimately, Christians have hope—and a ready defense for that hope—because of 

the victory of Christ over sins once for all through His resurrection from the dead. Christian hope 

is anchored to this reality. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

“You need to apologize for what you’ve done.” How many times have you heard or said that 

line? If we are the one being told to apologize, it may feel distasteful. We don’t like to admit that 

we are wrong. Interestingly, when Peter said that we need to give a “defense” for the hope we 

have (v. 15), he used the Greek word apologia. When we hear that word, we may be confused 

because of how we use the word “apology” today. We may immediately think about being 

defensive.  

 

Peter wasn’t calling on Christians to live in a defensive mode but rather to be on the offense, 

looking for opportunities to explain why we have hope and why we are committed to 

righteousness. And our defense is Jesus Christ! 

 

Outline 
 

I. When You Suffer, There is Hope (1 Pet. 3:14,17-22) 

a. Peter made the audacious claim that “if you should suffer for righteousness, you 

are blessed” (v. 14). Peter reminds us that Jesus suffered “the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that He might bring you to God” (v. 18). Here is our hope in 

suffering: Christ is our great example, and we belong to Him. 

b. We belong to Christ, being baptized into Him. Now we have “a good conscience 

toward God” and are filled with hope because of the basis for our baptism is “the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ” (v. 21). Our hope is bolstered because we are united 

with Christ, and if we share in His death (through baptism), we will also share in 

His resurrection (Rom. 6:4-5). 

 

II. When You are Slandered, There is Hope (1 Pet. 3:15-16) 

a. Your actions should vindicate your faith. Peter argued that suffering and slander 

are brought upon us because we are doing good and pursue righteousness, not 

evil. He spoke twice of a clear and good conscience (vv. 16,21), which can only 

be gained through doing what is good. How does this produce hope? It shows that 

our faith is alive, not dead! (See Jas. 2:14-26.) 
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b. Your accusers will be put to shame. We do not take matters into our own hands 

and retaliate when we are persecuted. Jesus endured unjust treatment, and so 

should we for His sake. But remember that those who accuse you and “denounce 

your Christian life will be put to shame” (v. 16). And there is hope in this: “They 

will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 Pet. 

2:12).  

 

Conclusion 
 

Regardless of suffering or slander, “honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts”(v. 15). He brings 

us to God and gives us hope through His resurrection. Remember to “always be ready to give a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (v. 15). Our reason is 

simple and clear and summed up in this: Jesus Christ is Lord. 
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