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1, 2 Peter; Jude Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 3: Building Our Faith  

Potential Sermon Title: “Built to Last” 
Passage: 1 Peter 2:1-10  

 
 

Connection to 1 Peter 2:1-10 
 

Those scattered abroad who received Peter’s letter were to be encouraged that God had not 

abandoned them. Even though they were “temporary residents” in various places (v. 1), they 

were living stones belonging to God being built into an eternal, spiritual house for His own 

glory. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Most automobile companies, and even some specific types of cars and trucks, attach slogans to 

their brands. For example, Ford uses “Built Ford Tough®,” and Volkswagen tells us “Drivers 

Wanted®.” Lexus claims “The Pursuit of Perfection®.” Likewise, GMC uses the slogan “Built to 

Last®,” a claim that their trucks are sturdy and will stand the test of time. As Peter began to 

describe God’s people in chapter 2, he claimed that they too are built to last together as a 

“spiritual house” and “a holy nation,” a people existing as God’s possession forever. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Long for Pure Spiritual Milk to Grow in Christ (1 Pet. 2:1-2) 

a. We should cast aside ungodly actions (v. 1). Based on all he said in chapter 1, 

Peter admonished his readers to rid themselves of “all malice, all deceit, 

hypocrisy, envy, and all slander.” None of these ungodly actions are consistent 

with the holy, loving life Peter called his readers to live as followers of Christ. 

Reminders such as these remain important for God’s people, even if they are 

pursuing holiness. 

b. We should crave spiritual milk (v. 2). The “gospel” Peter mentioned in 1:25, 

based on the living and imperishable Word, leads to faith and dependence upon 

God. The fact is that we never “graduate” from the gospel and must preach it to 

ourselves daily. We are dependent upon God as infants are dependent on milk for 

growth. We have indeed “tasted that the Lord is good” (v. 3). We should crave the 

things that produce growth in us—faith, hope, love, and holiness—so that we 

might grow in our salvation (v. 2). 

 

II. Live as People Being Built Together to Glorify God (1 Pet. 2:3-10) 

a. We are a people built upon Jesus, “a living stone—rejected by men but chosen 

and valuable to God” (v. 4). Jesus “was chosen before the foundation of the 

world” (1:20) to be the foundation of our faith and salvation. He is the 

Cornerstone upon which we are built (vv. 6-7). He is honored, having redeemed 

us from our empty lives by His precious blood. Sadly, some reject Him and 

stumble over Him because they disobey the message of God’s Word (vv. 7-8). 
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b. We are a people built for spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Christ (v. 

5). Romans 12:1 says: “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship.” As living stones, we are living 

sacrifices to God. As we live by faith, pursuing holiness and love, we offer God 

spiritual acts of worship, dependence, and devotion. And because we are in 

Christ, our spiritual sacrifices are acceptable to God. 

c. We are a people built to reflect who we are as God’s possession (vv. 9-10). 

Although some reject Christ the Cornerstone, we do not. Instead, we are God’s 

children, God’s people. And like those in the Old Testament who lived by faith, 

we too share in the reality that we are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for His possession” (v. 9). We are no longer in darkness but have 

been called into God’s marvelous light. We were once not God’s people, but 

because of His great mercy, we now are in Christ—and all of this is so that we 

might proclaim His praises. 

  

Conclusion 
 

What a thought: that we are a people for God’s own possession! Peter’s words ought to be 

encouraging for Christians scattered abroad, facing persecution, wondering if God has forgotten 

them. No, He has not. They (and we) are precious to God as living stones He is building into a 

spiritual house for His own glory. Yes, we will “proclaim the praises of the One who called [us] 

out of darkness into His marvelous light” (v. 9). And we will forever be His, since we are built to 

last as His possession, founded on Jesus Christ the Cornerstone. 
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