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1, 2 Peter; Jude Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 2: Be Holy  

Potential Sermon Title: “How’s Your Conduct?” 
Passage: 1 Peter 1:13-25  

 
 

Connection to 1 Peter 1:13-25 
 

Peter emphasized that we are not just to live with hope, but we are also to live in holiness. 

Holiness is an important theme throughout the Bible, highlighting that God cares deeply about 

how we conduct our lives as His people. Peter picked up the tenor of the Old Testament as he 

called his readers to a life of holiness. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 
A young man was making his final preparations to leave for college. The only thing left to be 

done was receiving that final piece of advice from his dad. He expected a list of do’s and don’ts, 

but instead his dad gave him just one piece of advice: “Son, I have only one thing to give you. 

It's my name. Don't take it anywhere I wouldn't take it. Don't associate it with anything I 

wouldn't.” With this counsel, the dad sent his son into the world. 1 
 

We ought to take this story to heart as followers of Jesus Christ. What a powerful word it would 

be indeed if Jesus looked to those of us who call ourselves Christians—children of God—and 

reminded us that we carry His name. Carrying His name includes living a life of holiness, 

reflecting His standards and character.  

 

Outline 
 

I. Conduct Yourself in Holiness (1 Pet. 1:13-16) 

a. Be determined to live a hope-fueled, holy life (v. 13). Peter called for serious 

thinking and sober-mindedness with respect to how we live. Our minds are to be 

“ready for action,” knowing that decisions will need to be made for choosing sin 

or holiness. We are better positioned to choose the latter if we set our “hope 

completely on the grace” to be brought to us when Jesus returns.  

b. Don’t let old desires control our actions (v. 14). When we were dead in trespasses 

and sins, we walked according to the ways of this world (Eph. 2:1-2). But not 

now, since we are “obedient children” who are no longer ignorant about the things 

that please and honor our heavenly Father. Therefore, we are no longer conformed 

to those things that belonged to our “former ignorance.” 

c. Be holy, because God, your Father, is holy (vv. 15-16). Peter quoted from 

Leviticus, reminding his readers that holiness has always been important to God. 

God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). If we are His 

children, then we are to be holy in our conduct, reflecting our family values. Even 

more grave are the words of the writer of Hebrews, who said that without 

holiness, “no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). 

                                                           
1 Ken Hemphill, “In the World: How Excellent Are Thy Names,” Christianity Today, October 22, 2001. 
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II. Conduct Yourself in Fear (1 Pet. 1:17-21) 

a. Judgment is coming, so live wisely the life you have (v. 17). Although there is no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:1), we will still stand 

before the judgment seat of Christ and receive what is due according to our works 

(2 Cor. 5:10). With this in view, we know we have a Father who judges 

impartially based on each person’s works. Peter proposed that this should 

motivate us to live with fear—reverence and awe—in our conduct. 

b. Remember the cost of your salvation: the precious blood of Christ (vv. 18-19). 

We were redeemed from the emptiness of life that came before us, and now our 

identity is in Christ. Because He was a “lamb without defect or blemish,” we are 

now spotless in Him. He took our sins, and we received His righteousness (2 Cor. 

5:21; Phil. 3:9). So we conduct ourselves in fear, but based on faith and hope in 

the resurrection of Jesus (v. 21). 

 

III. Conduct Yourself in Love (1 Pet. 1:22-25) 

a. Holy living produces a holy love for God’s people. Since we’ve been born again, 

then we ought to “love one another earnestly from a pure heart” (v. 22). 

Undoubtedly, Peter recalled the consistent teaching of Jesus to “love one another” 

(John 15:12-17) and that the one who claims to love God must love his brother as 

well (1 John 4:20-21).  

b. Holy love is the fruit of the imperishable seed by which we were born again—the 

“living and enduring word of God” (v. 23). Everything else fades away, but God’s 

Word endures forever, as Peter noted, quoting from Isaiah 40:6-8. This word “was 

preached as the gospel to you” (v. 25), and it is good news indeed if it bears the 

fruit of holy love for God’s people in your life. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Peter beautifully conveyed the idea that our beliefs really do affect our behavior. Since God is 

holy, we should live holy lives. Since God is Judge, we should live with fear and reverence. 

Since God’s Word has transformed us according to the gospel, we should live with love toward 

other believers. 

 

That son who received the simple advice from his father was Ken Hemphill, who would go on to 

be a pastor, seminary president, and author. Dr. Hemphill explains that just as he was called upon 

to carry his family name, he is also called upon to carry the heavenly Father’s name as well.  

 

How well are you carrying the name Christian? How are you conducting your life as a follower 

of Jesus Christ? Is it with holiness, fear, and love? 
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