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Matthew 1–13 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 8: Two Paths, One Choice 

Potential Sermon Title: Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing 
Passage: Matthew 7:13-21,24-27 

 

Connection to Matthew 7:13-21,24-47 
 

The Bible study passage for this week focuses on the choice we make regarding where we will 

spend eternity. This sermon calls for us to be aware that there are those who will try to deceive 

us into making the wrong choice.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Several years ago, while perusing through an antique shop, my eyes fell upon a silver coin. It 

was a beautiful coin, dated in the mid-18
th

 century. The image of a reigning queen adorned its 

obverse side, and the reverse had an image that only added to its mystique. It looked like 

something you might find in a pirate’s treasure chest. The owner said she didn’t know where it 

came from, but she was only asking $60. Thinking I had found a treasure, I couldn’t pay her fast 

enough. 

 

Sometime later, wanting to confirm my good fortune, I took my coin to a currency shop, where 

they buy and sell coins. The shopkeeper was not only unimpressed; he was somewhat amused 

that I had thought the coin was a treasure. Apparently the country in which it was minted 

continues to mint them with the antique dates. He told me the coin was just a few years old and 

was worth about $15. It was a $45 dollar lesson that reminded me that not everything is what it 

seems. 

 

What is true in the world of coins is true in the world of Christianity. Not everyone who claims 

to speak for God really does. Jesus has a word of warning for us, but He also provides some 

instruction as to how we can discern those who know Him from those who don’t. 

 

Outline 

I. A Plea for Perception (v. 15): “Beware” 

a. We have been called to be on the lookout for those who claim to be Christians but 

are not (see 1 Tim. 4:1-2; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). 

 

II. A Ploy of Deception (v. 15): “who come to you in sheep’s clothing”  

a. Deception is the ploy of the enemy, who is the father of all lies (see Jas. 1:22; Gal. 

6:3; Rev. 12:9).  

 

III. A Plan of Destruction (v. 15): “are ravaging wolves” 

a. Satan comes to steal and to destroy (1 Pet. 5:8-9). Jesus comes to give life (Matt. 

20:28).  

 

IV. A Path to Detection (vv. 16-20): “you’ll recognize them by their fruit”  

a. We are not unaware of the schemes of the enemy (see 2 Cor. 2:11). 
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b. Five points of inspection: 

i. Is what they say in accordance with Scripture? (Acts 17:11) 

ii. Is what they preach in accordance with good doctrine? (Jude 1:3) 

iii. Are they going with or against the spirit of the age? (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 6:12) 

iv. What kind of fruit do they bear in their personal lives? (Gal. 5:22-23) 

v. What is the Holy Spirit telling you? (1 John 4:1-2) 

V. The Pain of Rejection (vv. 21,24-27): “not everyone who says to Me ‘Lord, Lord!’ 

will enter the kingdom of heaven”  

a. There could be no greater loss than to think you are a believer only to find out you 

are not.  

b. Two ways to ensure you are not rejected: 

i. Doing the will of the Father (which is not the same as knowing it) (v. 21) 

ii. Building your life on the Rock, Jesus Christ, not on sand or any other 

thing (vv. 24-27)  

Conclusion 
 

Jesus warns us against being deceived and gives us a way to discern who is and who is not truly 

His. But He does not only warn us about the deception of others; He also warns us about self-

deception. He counsels us to make sure that our lives are what they ought to be and that we are 

doing and building in accordance with His Word.  
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