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Matthew 1–13 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 7: Carrying His Values 
Potential Sermon Title: A Reflection of Love 

Passage: Matthew 5:17-22,43-45 
 
 

Connection to Matthew 5:17-22,43-45 
 

The Bible passage for this week speaks to the sanctity of human life. This sermon speaks to the 

value that God has always placed on human life, and how we, as His followers, are called to 

stand up for the sanctity of life.  

 
Introduction/Opening 
 

Since the Roe v. Wade decision on January 22, 1973, more than 53 million abortions have been 

performed in the United States of America,
i
 and that number continues to grow. To put it into 

perspective, that is approximately the populations of California and Florida combined.
ii
 Compare 

that to the Holocaust under Hitler’s reign during World War II, in which the Nazis killed an 

estimated 6 million Jews,
iii

 1.5 million of which were children.
iv

 Or compare it to 20 million 

people who died under the tyranny of Joseph Stalin during his 30-year reign in Russia.
v
 When 

put into this kind of perspective, abortion has killed more people in this country alone than those 

killed by Stalin and Hitler combined. 

 

But Jesus has something to say to us about how we should respond to such evil. He tells us that 

we are to love others. This sermon will demonstrate how speaking up for those who have no 

voice is a reflection of the love to which we have been called.  

 
Outline 

I. The preservation of human life is rooted in the Old Testament and in the Law (vv. 

17-19). 

a. The foundational truths of the Law remain, even though the formalities have been 

replaced (v. 17; see Jer. 1:5; Ps. 139:13-16).  

b. God says that He has created humanity in His image (see Gen. 1:27). 

c. God is the Giver of life. Man cannot take life away without just cause (see Deut. 

32:39; 1 Sam. 2:6). 

d. God will hold murderers accountable for their sin (Gen. 9:6). 

 

II. The precious nature of human life is reiterated in the New Testament by Jesus (vv. 

20-22). 

a. Jesus reiterates the necessity of retaining the principles of the Law: human life is 

precious (v. 20). 

b. Jesus reiterates the prohibition against taking innocent life (v. 21). 

c. Followers of Jesus are held to a higher standard: we are obligated to value human 

life as He does (v. 22). 

 

III. The protection of human life is a reflection of His love (vv. 43-45a). 
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a. If we are to love even our enemies, who wish us harm, how much more are we to 

love innocent unborn children? (vv. 43-44) 

b. Our love should extend beyond feelings to action (v. 44). 

c. Our love for unborn children demonstrates that we are God’s children (v. 45a). 

Conclusion 
 

Love for others is more than a feeling; it is a determination of the will that manifests its 

authenticity in action. That’s how God loves us. Paul declared that God proved His love for us in 

that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). How are we manifesting our love 

for the unborn of our country? What will we do and what will we say about the sanctity of 

human life that will show the world that we are disciples of Jesus Christ? How will we 

demonstrate our love for those that Jesus loves?  

 

In closing, consider the following revision to a popular children’s song:  

 

Jesus loves the little children,  

All the little children of the world,  

He knows the pain of those that mourn,  

He loves the souls of those unborn,  

Jesus loves the little children of the world.
vi
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 Original words by Clarence Herbert Woolston, 1856-1927. 
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