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Matthew 1–13 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 1: The Way Prepared 

Potential Sermon Title: The Necessity of Repentance 
Passage: Matthew 3:1-12 

 
 

Connection to Matthew 3:1-12 
 
John the Baptist served as the forerunner of Jesus. He proclaimed that Jesus was the Messiah 

both by pointing to Him and by preaching a message of repentance. 

 
Introduction/Opening 
 

On the highways in Spain, there are signs that say, “Cambio de sentido,” which literally means, 

“Change your feeling.” These signs tell drivers that they can exit, turn around, and go in the 

opposite direction. That is what it means to repent: to change one’s mind, turn around, and go in 

a different direction.  

 

Repentance was not only the message of John the Baptist. A search of the Gospels reveals that 

repentance was a major theme in the preaching of Jesus. In fact, what John the Baptist preached 

in Matthew 3:2, Jesus preached verbatim in Matthew 4:17. John and Jesus both called for people 

to stop relying on themselves or their religious tradition and to place their trust in Jesus.  

 

God continues to use the preaching of the gospel to call sinners to repentance today, even as 

Jesus and John did in Scripture. 

 
Outline 

I. Preaching on Repentance (vv. 2-3) 

a. It is a prophetic message. This is a message from God to His people through His 

preacher.  

b. It is a personal mandate. We must call upon each person to individually repent.  

c. It is a practical mission. It calls for being doers, not just hearers, of the Word. It 

requires action. 

   

II. The Practice of Repentance (v. 8) 

a. It is intentional. It is not going to happen by accident or by osmosis. We must be 

intentional about abandoning sin and self and following Jesus.  

b. It is fruitful. Authentic repentance reveals itself in a fruitful life—a life that 

produces the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  

c. It is essential. It is not optional; each person must repent, or they will perish 

(Luke 13:1-3).  

 

III. The Power of Repentance (v. 11) 

a. It is powerful. It provides us with the indwelling of God through His Holy Spirit 

(v. 11). 
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b. It is purifying. When we repent, God forgives us and cleanses us from all our sin. 

(See v. 11, emphasizing fire as a symbol of purification.) 

 

 

 

IV. The Promise of Repentance 

a. The promise of eternal life 

b. The promise of escape from judgment 

Conclusion 
 

Repentance is the realization that we are headed the wrong way and that we need to abandon our 

own way and follow Jesus. It is the first step in becoming His disciple.  

 

The thing that keeps many people from repenting is their pride. They cannot admit they are 

headed in the wrong direction (Prov. 14:12). That is why God resists the proud but gives grace to 

the humble (Jas. 4:6).  

 

The call to repent is a loving call from a merciful Savior. He loves us so much that He came not 

only to warn us about the consequences of following our own path but also to make it possible 

for us to follow Him. He did so by paying the penalty for our sins Himself. Confess means to say 

the same thing about our sins that God says about them. As 1 John 1:9 tells us, “If we confess 

our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.”  

 

Have you come to a point where you realize your need to repent? Have you forsaken your own 

way and begun to follow Jesus?  
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