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1,2,3 John Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 6: Jesus Alone 

Potential Sermon Title: Conquering the World 
Passage: 1 John 5:1-12 

	  
	  
Connection to 1 John 5:1-12 
 
Believers are called to be conquerors, but that may mean different things to different people. 
Through faith in Jesus, believers can be what God intended them to be, in spite of living in a 
sinful world.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Board games and video games are built on the idea of conquering the world. The concept of 
conquering the world can be interpreted in two different ways. One way is to view conquering as 
winning at all costs. Another way is to view conquering as overcoming a wrong with what is 
right. 
 
The First Letter of John offered several ideas to help its audience counteract, prevail, overcome, 
or conquer the errant teachings of the false teachers. In this final chapter of the letter, John 
presents an outline that explains the foundation of how to overcome. That foundation is the belief 
and acceptance of Jesus as the Son of God.  
 
Outline 
 

I. A Person’s AIM to Conquer the World (1 John 5:1-5) 
a) To love God (1 John 5:3) 
b) To be faithful to God (1 John 5:4) 
c) To believe Jesus is the Son of God (1 John 5:5) 

 
II. 2. A Person’s APTITUDE to Conquer the World (1 John 2:3–5:5) 

a) Engage in the test of obedience (1 John 2:3-6; 2:28–3:10; 5:2-3) 
b) Engage in the test of love (1 John 2:7-11; 3:1-18; 4:7-12; 5:1-3) 
c) Engage in the test of belief (1 John 2:18-27; 4:1-6; 5:1,4-5) 

 
III. 3. A Person’s ACTION to Conquer the World (1 John 5:6-13) 

a) Express a testimony of believing in Jesus (1 John 5:6-9) 
b) Embrace the results of believing in Jesus (1 John 5:10-12) 
c) Exclaim the assurance of eternal life (1 John 5:13) 

  
Conclusion 
 
The idea of a test might seem strange until the word test is changed to a common twenty-first 
century word: accountability. Every day, people are asked, required, or encouraged to be 
accountable for their work, their finances, their relationships, their ideas, etc. The ideas of 
obedience, love, and belief that John presents in this letter are meant to be an accountability step 
for Christians to show the world that accepting Jesus will allow them to be freed from the 
bondage of sin and death and receive the gift of eternal life. 
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