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1,2,3 John Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 5: Real Love  

Potential Sermon Title: God Commands Us to Love 
Passage: 1 John 4:7-21  

	  
	  
Connection to 1 John 4:7-21 
 
Disagreements happen. Fellowship is fractured not when disagreements arise but when those 
disagreements create an enemy mentality and the loss of love. 
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Disagreements are part of life. Disagreements don’t always lead to lines drawn in the sand. But 
when those disagreements cause a loss of respect, tolerance, and love, fractured relationships 
occur. John’s first epistle gives evidence that such a fracture was present in the churches to 
which he was writing. (There is no individual or group of individuals addressed in this letter. It is 
thought that the letter was directed to several churches closely associated with the author.)  
 
Loving one another is tested when a different way of thinking is presented or a new way of doing 
things is introduced into the conversation. It is important for the church today to understand 
John’s focus on the importance of love. 
 
Outline 
 

I. Love Demands Acceptance (1 John 4:7-16) 
a) Love’s source is God. (1 John 4:7-8) 
b) Love’s model is God. (1 John 4:9-10) 
c) Love’s command is from God. (1 John 4:11-12) 

  
II. Love Demands Experience (1 John 4:17-19) 

a) Love gives confidence. 
b) Love drives out fear. 
c) Love provides safety. 

 
III. Love Demands Sharing (1 John 4:20-21) 

a) Love is a relationship issue. 
b) Love empowers us to share compassion. 
c) Love given to others is fulfilling a command. 

 
Conclusion 
	  
Accepting God’s gift of love frees us to love others. As we experience His love, we are then able 
to love others in the same way He loves them. His love becomes a part of the one who 
experiences it. God’s love is meant to be shared.  
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