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Spring Quarter Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 10: Awestruck 

Potential Sermon Title: God Is Awesome! 
Passage: Habakkuk 3:1-6,11-13,16-19  

	  	  
Connection and Context 
 
In chapter three, the prophet Habakkuk offers a prayer to God that is both praise to Him but also 
a set of instructions to readers about the nature, glory, and power of God. We can live with 
confidence knowing that God is in control of all things, including the nations—even the nations 
and people that dishonor him. God is awesome, and the prophet reinforces this by recalling 
God’s past work, revering God’s majesty, pointing to God’s great power, and celebrating the 
personal relationship that God has with His people.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
In 2010, a team of scientists led by astrophysicist Paul Crowther from the University of Sheffield 
announced that they had discovered a star they described as one of the brightest and heaviest 
stars ever found in the universe. When compared to our sun, this star (identified as R136a1) is 
approximately 300 times more massive, 30 times as wide, and nearly 10 million times as 
luminous. When describing the star’s brightness, Crowther explains that “if it replaced the Sun in 
our Solar System, it would outshine [it] by as much as the Sun currently outshines the full 
Moon.” 
 
Think about that: the star, which resides in a galaxy 165,000 light years away, is not only twice 
as bright as our sun, which would be overwhelming for humans, or ten times as bright, which is 
hardly imaginable. It is not a hundred times brighter or a thousand times brighter or even a 
million times brighter. This star is ten million times brighter than our sun.1 
 
Considering the brightness of this star gives us a glimpse at what the glorious presence of God 
may be like. In our passage today, the prophet Habukkuk makes this very declaration, and from 
it we gather four profound truths that can help shape our faith and our faithfulness to God. 
 
Outline 
 

I. Remember God’s Mighty Work (Hab. 3:2) 
a. God’s past work is a reminder of His Ability.  
b. God’s past work is a source of hope for Revival. 

 
II. Revere God’s Majestic Holiness (Hab. 3:3-4, 16) 

a. The Glory of God deserves our Praise (v. 3). 
b. The Holiness of God deserves our Reverence (v. 16). 

 
III. Respect God’s Magnificent Power (Hab. 3:6-15) 

a. God is in Control of Creation (vv. 6,8,9-11). 
b. God is in Control of the Nations (vv. 7,12). 
c. God is the Power behind our Salvation (v. 13). 
 

IV. Rejoice in your Marvelous Relationship (Hab. 3:17-19) 
a. God is the source of our Joy (v. 18). 
b. God is the source of our Strength (v. 19). 
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Conclusion 
 
Some years ago, a popular song reminded us that “God is watching us from a distance.”2 But 
Habakkuk reminds us that God is not a distant God; He is personally and powerfully involved in 
all the details of His creation, including each of us.  
 
He is the awesome God with power over the nations and hope for the future. He is worth our 
praise and reverence, and He deserves our submission and trust in all things.  
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1 “Star May Be Heaviest Ever Discovered.” The New York Times, 21 July 2010. 
2 From a Distance, lyrics and music by Julie Gold, copyright © Wing and Wheel Music and Julie Gold Music 
(BMI), (admin. by Irving Music) 


