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Spring Quarter Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 8: A Refined People 

Potential Sermon Title: Forged by Fire 
Passage: Zechariah 13:1-9	  	  

	  	  
Connection and Context 
 
Our passage is a follow up to chapter 12 that discusses the way of salvation and it is a precursor 
to chapter 14 that discusses the reign of the coming Messiah. In between these two, chapter 13 
denotes the work of God to renew, restore, refine, and reclaim a relationship with His people. 
The prophet is writing to a Jewish audience, and the content of his message is prophetic both for 
that original audience and for us today. The result is precepts that transcend the day of Zechariah 
and provide principles for God’s people in the present.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
In smelting and forging, the cooling process is as important as the heating. Metallurgists have 
discovered that changes occur in the metal itself during the cool-down period. If the cool-down is 
too fast, it can cause microscopic cracks in the metal that will inevitably lead to fatigue and 
ultimately to disaster. 
 
To insure that the cooling process aids in strengthening, the metal is typically placed in a 
quenching bath. Then, when the right temperature is reached, it's dropped into a constant-
temperature bath until it attains uniform temperature throughout. Next, it's allowed to cool 
slowly in the air until it reaches room temperature. This waiting is essential to insure the metal's 
structural uniform strength to accomplish its end use. 
 
The fact is that the refining process is not quick or easy. It requires patience and a deliberate 
process. The same is true for the believer. God uses a time-consuming and sometimes painful 
refining process to move us from rebellion to renewal, from resistance to restoration, and from 
religion to relationship.  
 
In our passage today, four precepts emerge from Zechariah’s prophetic message to God’s people 
that provide insight into God’s loving work of refinement in our lives.  
 
Outline 
 

I. A Fountain of Renewal (Zech. 13:1-6)  
a. The forgiveness of God’s people (v.1, “to wash away sin and impurity”) 
b. The forgetting of godless idols (v. 2, “I will erase the names of the idols from the 

land, and they will no longer be remembered.”) 
c. The forsaking of godless prophets (v. 2-3, “I will remove the prophets and the 

unclean spirit from the land.”) 
 

II. A Fatality of Restoration (Zech. 13:7)  
a. The strike upon the shepherd (“Strike the shepherd…”) 

i. Christ’s death was no accident but was the hand of God for salvation. 
b. The scattering of the sheep (“…and the sheep will be scattered”) 

i. The death of Christ would bring with it the dispersion of His followers, 
some from persecution, and others for mission. 
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III. A Fire of Refinement (Zech. 13:8-9a) 
a. God uses the fire of adversity to purify us like silver (“as silver is refined”) 
b. God uses the fire of adversity to prove us like gold (test them as gold is tested”) 

 
IV. A Faith of Reclamation (Zech. 13:9b) (“They are My people”) 

a. God’s grace is extended to reclaim a remnant of the faithful (v. 8, “a third will be 
left”).  

b. God’s grace is extended to renew a relationship with the faithful (v. 9b, “They 
will call on My name”). 

 
Conclusion 
 
The message of God through Zechariah is a message of hope, forgiveness, grace, and refinement 
for His people. No matter how far you wander from Him, no matter how great your sin is, and no 
matter how much you have followed other gods, His message today is the same message He 
gave through the prophet. But don’t be surprised when the fires of refinement come your way. It 
is the forging of your faith. It is God shaping, cleaning, and testing you in order to strengthen 
your relationship with Him. Peter said it this way: “Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the 
fiery ordeal comes among you to test you as if something unusual were happening to you” (1 
Peter 4:12).  
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