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Spring Quarter Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 6: The Declaration  

Potential Sermon Title: Good News About The Good News! 
Passage: Luke 24:1-12	  	  

	  	  
 
Connection and Context 
 
Luke 24 brings to us the good news about the Good News! It completes the wonderful story of 
God’s redemptive activity for humanity. The cross of Christ initiated God’s redemptive action, 
and the empty tomb completed it. In our passage we see a range of emotional responses: despair, 
as the women went expecting to find Christ’s body; delight, at the news of Christ’s resurrection; 
bewilderment, upon the declaration of that information; and disbelief, as His disciples discover 
the empty tomb. Each of these responses contributes to a message of hope and new beginnings 
for those who believe.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
At the 2014 Billboard Music Awards, a new song by Michael Jackson was introduced—and 
Michael Jackson himself appeared on stage to sing it. This was strange, given the fact that 
Jackson had died in 2009. But through the magic of technology, a holographic image of Jackson 
was projected onstage among a group of real dancers. With the use of special effects, this created 
an eerie, life-like representation of Jackson performing in the flesh. The production took over six 
months of work to create this brief bit of stage magic, but it was just an illusion. It wasn’t real. 
The final product was impressive but lacked the essential something that indicates we are 
looking at a live human.i 
 
This was not the case with Jesus. His resurrection was not an illusion at all. In fact, Jesus 
physically appeared to more than 500 people after the resurrection (see 1 Cor. 15:6). That is the 
good news about the Good News. Today’s message is all about how the Good News changed 
everything.  
 
Outline 
 

I. The Discouraging Preparation (Luke 24:1) 
a. The journey to the tomb for the preparation of the Lord’s body 
b. The journey to the tomb and the contemplation of their presumed loss 
 

II. The Surprising Revelation (Luke 24:2-4) 
a. The surprise of an empty tomb 
b. The surprise of the angelic messengers 
 

III. The Startling Conversation (Luke 24:5-8) 
a. The question regarding the place of Christ 
b. The reminder of the promise from the Words of Christ 
 

IV. The Thrilling Declaration (24:9) 
a. The message of an empty tomb to the disciples 
b. The meaning of the empty tomb for the world 
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Conclusion 
 
The discovery of an empty tomb heralded the declaration of a risen Lord. Everything changed: 
despair was turned to hope and discouragement was lifted. The words and promise of Christ 
were remembered. The faith of the faithless was restored, and the future for those who believed 
was bright.  
 
And 2,000+ years later, the resurrection of Christ still has the same effect. It changes everything. 
It brings hope to the hopeless, help for the helpless, freedom to the captive, and life to the 
lifeless. The declaration that Christ is not in the tomb because He is risen is the declaration of 
victory over sin and the grave. And it is our spiritual declaration of independence, as Jesus said: 
“if the Son sets you free, you really will be free” (John 8:36). The good news about the Good 
News is that the Good News (Jesus) is alive and well and has brought life and victory to us.  
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