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Genesis 1–25 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 11: Keeping His Promise  

Potential Sermon Title: God Keeps His Promises 
Passage: Genesis 21:1-7 

 
 
Connection to Genesis 21 
 
Abraham stumbled in his faith at times. It had been over two decades since God had made His 
promise to Abraham. Now came the time for God to fulfill His promise. Genesis 21 is a 
fulfillment of all that began in Abraham’s life in chapter 12. 
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
The overture is the instrumental music played in preparation for an opera to begin. In a sense, the 
early chapters of Abraham’s story in Genesis, beginning with Genesis 12, are the overture for 
this chapter. We see the promise fulfilled. The promised son arrives in Genesis 21. God keeps 
His promise! In the process, we discover four things about the character of God. 
 
Outline 
 

I. God is reliable. (Gen. 21:1-2) 
a. Chapter after chapter, God repeated His promise to Abraham. After 25 years, God 

kept His promises.  
 

II. God is punctual. (Gen. 21:2) 
a. God had told Abraham He would come “at the appointed time” (Gen. 18:14). This 

was that time. It was God’s timing. Abraham would not have chosen to wait 25 
years. In fact, Abraham tried to push God’s timeline with Hagar. But God came at 
just the right time. Delays set up divine appointments. 

 
III. God is capable. (Gen. 21:5) 

a. When Isaac arrived, Abraham was 100 and Sarah was in her 90s. God can do 
anything He chooses. 

 
IV. God is bountiful. (Gen. 21:6-7) 

a. God lavished blessing after blessing on an elderly couple: land, wealth, and now a 
son in their old age!  

  
Conclusion 
 
Many studies have shown laughter is good for you. Don’t you love it when medical science 
catches up with Scripture? Solomon declared, “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a broken 
spirit dries up the bones” (Prov. 17:22). We should delight in God’s character. He is reliable, 
punctual, capable, and bountiful. What a mighty God we serve! 
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