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Genesis 1–25 Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 7: When God Calls  

Potential Sermon Title: When God Says, “Go” 
Passage: Genesis 12:1-9 

 
 

Connection to Genesis 12 
 

The story of Scripture takes a major turn in Genesis 12. The camera moves from a 30,000-foot 

view and zooms in on a guy named Abram. God will make a promise to Abram that will change 

the direction of history. It was God’s plan all along, but it would now begin to be revealed. God 

would save His people, and He would begin by calling Abram to leave his homeland and go in 

obedience to a place God would show him. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

How do you respond when God says, “Go”? “Hey God, you are breaking up on me?” “I know 

what God is saying, but I will ignore it.” “Good idea, God. I will get back to you when I have 

time.” “Yes, Lord. I will begin immediately.” In Genesis 12 we see Abram pick up and go when 

God said go. His obedience is an example of how all of us should respond when God calls. 

 

Outline 
 

I. God’s Word leads to faith. (Gen. 12:1-3) 

a. The first three words of verse 1 are the most important words of this section: “The 

LORD said….” God has been silent up to this point for a very long time. In 

chapters 9–12 there is no interaction between God and man.  

b. But in these first three verses God explodes with commands and promises for 

Abram. Why would a 75-year-old man leave the familiar to move into the 

unknown? Simple. He heard and believed God. 

 

II. Faith leads to obedience. (Gen. 12:4-5) 

a. Verse 4 says, “So Abram went.” Three more simple words. He had no idea where 

he was going. He only knew that God said, “Go.” 

 

III. Obedience leads to blessing. (Gen. 12:6-9) 

a. As soon as Abram obeyed, God made things more clear. Now the Lord appeared 

to Abram. What a blessing! As we take steps of obedience, God makes clear the 

next steps we are to take.  

  

Conclusion 
 

When we come to God’s Word we want to come with hearts ready to hear and obey. Each time 

we come to His Word and hear what He says yet do not obey, another layer of callousness forms 

around our hearts, and we are slower to respond the next time. Let’s allow hearing to lead to 

faith. Faith will lead to obedience. And obedience will lead to blessing. God will bring greater 

clarity with each step. 
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