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Esther, Ezra Nehemiah Sermon Series 
Session 12: Commit our Way to the Lord  

Potential Sermon Title: Remember Me  
Passage: Nehemiah 13:14  

 
 

Connection to Nehemiah 9:38—13:31 

 

The people committed to a new life in obedience to God. However, they were not true to their 

commitments so Nehemiah held them accountable for keeping those commitments. As he 

recounted the spiritual reforms he helped institute, He made a simple request to God.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Most musicians and bands are remembered for a song that defines him, her, or them. Do you 

attend your favorite musician’s concert to hear all new songs or do you want to hear more of the 

familiar or favorites? Most of us would say we are okay with the new ones, but we are really 

there to hear their most popular song. We may have even heard them sing that song live before, 

but that is the point. It is THAT song and the hope of it being performed that causes us to attend 

their concerts. It is what they are remembered for.  

 

When you think about your life, there will be things others will remember. Some of these 

memories may be of humorous things you did, a characteristic that set you apart (like a unique 

laugh), or a passion you pursued (gardening, sports, etc.). There will be some people 

remembered for ages to come because of some accomplishment or feat they completed. The 

bottom line is we all want to be remembered by someone for something.  

 

Nehemiah had seen all kinds of things in his life. As a government official he had been witness 

to decisions that impacted the known world. He had motivated a group of the most unlikely 

people to rebuild a city. He had seen a great spiritual revival. The last chapter of Nehemiah is his 

reflections on the spiritual reforms he had overseen. Within those reflections, we find four simple 

prayers. Nehemiah made three requests for himself (13:14, 22, 31) and one for those who misled 

the Hebrews (13:29 for the priest who took pagan wives).  

 

The requests he made for himself reveals the secret to a memorable life.  

 

Outline 

 

1. The Request (Remember me; in all three prayers)  

a. Similar request made by the thief on the cross (Luke 23:32) 

b. Being remembered by God is more important than being remembered in history 

c. It was a request to recognize his faithfulness 

d. It pointed to a future beyond life on earth 
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2. The Relationship (my God) 

a. Nehemiah laid claim to God 

b. God had laid claim to Nehemiah 

c. This relationship is personal (Paul echoed this in Phil. 3:10) 

 

3. The Reward (don’t erase the deeds) 

a. Jesus called His followers to seek God’s kingdom first (Matt. 6:33) 

b. Nehemiah had invested his life in seeking God’s kingdom 

c. He knew who gave the eternal rewards and focused on His agenda 

 

Conclusion 

 

Nehemiah directed the third of his four prayers towards the priests who had disregarded God’s 

commands and taken pagan wives. He asked that God remember what they had done as well. 

Nehemiah was echoing the fact that one day we will all stand before God and make an 

accounting for our lives. If we want to live a memorable life, we must invest in our relationship 

with God and serve His kingdom.  

 

Nehemiah pointed to his resume of service, asking God to keep a record of what he had done. In 

a way, Nehemiah expressed his hope that he would hear God say “well done, my good and 

faithful servant” (Matt. 2:21).  
 


