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Esther, Ezra Nehemiah Sermon Series 
Session 10: Get an Understanding  

Potential Sermon Title: And All the People  
Passage: Nehemiah 8:1-12  

 
 

Connection to Nehemiah 8:1-18 

 

The Bible study session emphasizes the hearing of God’s Word. Beyond that hearing is how we 

as believers approach corporate worship. Nehemiah 8 gives clues about actions believers can 

take to enhance corporate worship.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Most of us have attended a sporting event. We arrive with the anticipation of seeing our team 

win. Even if the odds are against our team winning we still go with the expectation of witnessing 

the greatest victory in our team’s history. We cheer and follow the prompts on the scoreboard. 

When the scoreboard operator flashes the “make noise” sign, we do our part. We may not be on 

the field, but we can at least influence what is happening by the amount of noise we make. When 

our team scores we celebrate as if we are the one who made the shot, scored the run, or crossed 

the goal line. Our participation just adds to the experience. Somehow we begin to believe deep 

inside that it was our presence, our expectation, our one shout that made the difference.  

 

One has to wonder how these things translate into our spiritual lives. What would happen if we 

approached corporate worship like we approach attending a sports event? What can I do to add to 

the corporate worship in my church? The people of Jerusalem help us answer this question.  

 

Outline 

 

1. Anticipation (all the people gathered; v. 1) 

a. They worked for 52 days with this moment in mind. They had endured hardship and 

harassment, but now the time had come for them celebrate what God had done 

through them.  

b. When we gather, we should do so expecting God to speak through those leading our 

worship.   

 

2. Participation (all the people stood up; v. 7) 

a. When we gather, we should look for ways we can be involved.  

b. Worship is not about what we get, but about what we give.  

 

3. Reflection (all the people were weeping; v. 9) 

a. When we gather, we must consider what we should do in response to the truth 

presented.  

b. Our reflection can be individual and corporate.  
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4. Celebration (all the people began to eat and drink; v12) 

a. When we gather, we have much to celebrate especially salvation found in Christ.  

b. Celebration is an outward expression of our understanding of God’s internal work 

taking place in our lives.  

 

  

Conclusion 
 

John was allowed to see the throne room of God and recorded what he saw in Revelation 4 and 

5. His vision of the throne of God was dominated by worship. Various groups were participating 

in different ways but there was no doubt that everyone present was involved in worshiping God. 

John responded in part by desperately searching for someone worthy to open the sealed scroll. 

When the Worthy Lamb was revealed, we find a celebration like none other! There would be 

very few corporate worship services that would compare to what John saw.  

 

Every week, we gather for corporate worship with the hope of seeing the Worthy Lamb revealed. 

We can anticipate Him being present. We can honor Him with our participation, presenting to 

Him what we have to offer. We can respond to His truth and direction. And we can celebrate His 

death, burial and resurrection as we look forward to that day when we will do so face-to-face 

(Phil. 2:10-11). We also celebrate His presence and work in our daily lives. Guiding. Protecting. 

Encouraging. Cleansing. Comforting.  

 

What is it you bring today as an act of worship to our Savior? 
 


