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Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah Series 
Session 8: Be Faithful in Adversity  

Potential Sermon Title: Winners Never Quit 
Passage: Nehemiah 6:1-16 

 

 

Connection to Nehemiah 6:1-19 

 

Many of the tasks related to rebuilding the walls and gates of Jerusalem had been completed, but 

not all of them. Nehemiah found himself facing efforts, both internal and external, to intimidate 

and distract him from completing the work. Nehemiah avoided those efforts, kept his focus on 

his assignment, and saw the task of rebuilding completed. The finished work was a victory for 

him and the people, and it brought discouragement to his enemies. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Adults often find it easy to get enthused about a new project – a diet, an exercise program, a 

savings plan, a home improvement project, a new ministry, or the like. But it doesn’t take long 

for the enthusiasm to wear off. The discipline and work become tiring. Progress may become 

more difficult to see. Other things compete for our attention. 

 

Before long, we’re off the diet, spent our savings on something we shouldn’t have, stopped going 

to the gym, or quit a ministry. Nehemiah’s example of faithfulness to complete the task he began 

inspires us to stay the course, hang in there, and see it to its conclusion. 

 

 

Outline 

 

1. Don’t stop doing God’s work (Nehemiah 6:1-9) 

 

2. Know that opposition will come (Nehemiah 6:10-14) 

 

3. Stay the course and finish strong (Nehemiah 6:15-16) 

 

Conclusion 

Determined people get things done. They have a laser-like focus on the task at hand, and refuse 

to allow people or circumstances to dissuade them from the course of action they know God has 

prescribed.  

How many people do you know who have worked hard to get a college degree, but weren’t 

necessarily the most likely people to do it? They succeeded because they were determined to 

earn a degree. How many people do you know who have started a business, faced seemingly 

insurmountable challenges, and have somehow made it through very difficult days? Sometimes 

the difference in those who make it and those who don’t is the little thing called determination.  
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The church needs men and women who will not allow distractions to keep them from stepping 

up and serving God. The church also needs men and women who, once they do step up, don’t 

easily quit and give up on a ministry or other essential task.  

The Rocket Chemical Company had an engineer who sought to produce a lubricant that would 

prevent rust. He tried unsuccessfully to develop the proper chemical mix 39 times. Refusing to 

quit, and determined to press on, he tried one more time. On the 40
th

 attempt, he succeeded in 

developing just the right formula, and today almost every home in America has his invention 

somewhere in the house or garage. This formula carries the name of its function (“water 

displacement or WD) and the number of times required to get it right (40). Every time you look 

at a can of this famous lubricant, let it be a reminder to keep on working and pursuing a task. 

Hang in there. Finish strong. 

 


