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Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah Series 
Session 5: God Commands Obedience  

Potential Sermon Title: Trust and Obey 
Passage: Ezra 7:1a, 6-10; 7:25-28; 9:1-7 

 

 

Connection to Ezra 7:1-10:44 

 

Ezra was a direct descendant of Aaron, and was uniquely qualified to be a leader during the 

return of the people to Israel. Having a great family heritage, though, did not automatically 

enable him to be the leader the people needed. It also depended on what kind of person he was. 

 

Ezra was part of a much larger group of people who made the journey from Babylon to 

Jerusalem to reestablish the nation of Israel.  

 

One of the high points of the passage comes at Ezra 7:10. We learn that Ezra was committed to 

knowing God’s Word, committed to living it out in obedience to His commands, and he was 

committed to teaching its statutes in Israel. His character, plus his knowledge of God’s revealed 

Word, would give him the credibility to lead the people. Consistency both publically and 

privately were crucial parts of Ezra’s success as a leader. Ezra trusted and obeyed God, and led 

the people to also trust and obey their God and true King of Israel. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

People act in accordance with the essence of who they really are. Living as a believer in the Lord 

Jesus Christ means that we walk with God in such a way that both believers and unbelievers 

recognize our integrity. Having integrity gives us the ability to influence others for Christ, and 

lacking it, damages our witness for Him.  

 

Each of us has become aware of people who represent Christ, but because they did not act with 

integrity, damaged themselves, their families, their ministry, and most tragically, damaged the 

name of Christ because of their actions. 

 

We get our word integrity from the Latin word integer. Integer means to be whole or 

undiminished. In math, we speak of integers as being whole numbers. To be whole means what 

we claim to be on the inside we really are on the outside; the inside and outside are in agreement.  

 

While none of us is expected to be perfect, we can be expected to live life with integrity, 

honesty, and a Christ-like attitude of humility and service to others. We will experience failure, 

but we need not live there. We can avoid the cataclysmic failures of others have that permanently 

damaged their reputations because their public persona was not consistent with their private life. 

We can be known as people who walk with God and because of our desire to imitate Christ, have 

the privilege of leading others by our continued consistent example of what it means to be called 

a Christian. 
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Outline 

 

1. Be an example of commitment (Ezra 7:1a, 6-10) 

 

2. Teach others to obey (Ezra 7:25-28) 

 

3. Be accountable when disobedience occurs (Ezra 9:1-7)  

 

Conclusion 
The famous hymn Trust and Obey reminds us that God’s Word serves as a light for all who trust 

and obey Him.  

The light for Ezra’s path, and ultimately his role as leader, came from the Word of God. He 

committed to read it, know it, live it, and teach it. His consistency of character enabled him to 

lead the people of Israel during difficult and challenging days. 

His character (which was consistent with the commands of Scripture) enabled him to be a leader 

of leaders. The impact of his life was multiplied a dozen times over as he recruited and trained 

others to teach God’s Word and judge the people.  

Ezra was also someone who identified with the people before God. Their sin was his sin, and he 

quickly confessed known sin to God and asked for forgiveness. His willingness to be identified 

with sinful people is a gentle reminder of Christ’s own willingness to be counted among sinners, 

identifying with us in our frail, sinful state. 

 


