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Hebrews Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 6: Don’t Walk Away  

Potential Sermon Title: A Useful Reminder 
Passage: 2 Peter 1:1-15  

  
Connection to Hebrews 6:1-8 
The author of Hebrews wanted his readers to move beyond elementary teachings. Even mature 
believers need a reminder of the truths that they know so that they might not forget. 
 
Introduction/Opening: 
Some may claim that preachers always preach about the same things. While this may or may not 
be true (depending on the preacher), for those who do, maybe there’s a reason – all of us are 
forgetful. 
 
Illustration: Have some fun with questions such as: 
  What passage was used for last week's sermon? 
  What question most accurately defined your service to God right now? 
  What was the Sunday School lesson July 13th? 
  What is the vision statement for our church? 
 
New Testament writers were often redundant. Each of John's letters addressed false teachers in 
some way. Paul always speaks of spiritual growth. And Peter even admits to preaching 
reminders. 
 
Outline 
1. Peter reminded his readers God's promises are very great. (vv. 1-4) 
 

Peter does not set himself above his readers, but he reminds them that because of the 
righteousness of Christ, their standing is equal to his. They, like him, can partake of the 
divine nature and escape the corruption of the world because of God's promises. 

 
 
2. Peter reminded his readers they must work to grow in their faith. (vv. 5-7) 
   

God is eager for us to grow, but Peter says we are to make every effort (Greek – spoude, 
an earnestness or zeal). Examples from Peter's life of his growth could be supplied here. 

 
3. Peter reminded his readers that “these qualities” are fruits of the faith. (vv. 8-11) 
 

These developed qualities are the evidence others can see, but if undeveloped, we  can’t 
even see the fruit ourselves (nearsighted and blind). 

 
Conclusion 
Peter concluded this passage by stating his intention to remind his readers of these qualities 
often,  so that his readers wouldn’t forget them after his death. His initial readers may have 
grown weary of hearing these words, but the reminder would’ve been through more than words. 
Qualities such as self-control, steadfastness, and love can only be observed. Without a doubt, 
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Peter would’ve told of his own journey through this list of qualities. But for the people to heed 
Peter's words, they would have to see it in his life (even from afar). Thus, the reminder that Peter 
gave was in deed, as well as in word. Both are needed, and both must be consistent. 
 
Like the early readers, we must be reminded of our need to continue to grow toward the last of 
the qualities listed – love. While we may indeed learn to love, the pure love Peter refers to here is 
only possible as each of the other qualities is evident in our lives as well. Thus, Peter's words 
remind us of our need to supplement our faith as we grow to become the people God wants us to 
be. 
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