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Hebrews Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 3: Why One of Us?  

Potential Sermon Title: Because We Wouldn’t Like It 
Passage: Hebrews 2:5-18  

 
Connection to Hebrews 2:5-18 
After a mention of God’s signs and wonders, the passage moves to the suffering necessary to 
make the founder of salvation perfect. But isn’t God perfect already? Is suffering truly necessary 
to become perfect? 
 
Introduction/Opening: 
Illustration: Share about a culinary TV show or a personal experience where you were served an 
extraordinary meal.  
 
Master chefs know how to properly prepare the food for the benefit of those who eat it. Many 
chefs, and even cooks, create their own “dish.” We could say they are the originator of the dish. 
 
The writer of Hebrews says that Jesus is the source of salvation. But Jesus is more than the 
source. He’s more than a chef that experimented with ingredients to determine what was 
necessary for salvation. But He was the one who tasted death in order to ensure no one else had 
to truly die. 
 
[Consideration: Some believe that Jesus had to become man in order that God might know what 
we, as humans, experience. The intent of this sermon is to stay clear of that debate. The purpose 
here is emphasize that Jesus became like us in every way, because it was necessary so that He 
could be tested and suffer in order that He may help us (2:18). He tasted death so that we might 
avoid eternal death (2:9).] 
 
Outline 
1. In tasting death for us, Jesus shared in our suffering. (Hebrews 2:9) 

People often want those they love to share in positive experiences. Jesus did the opposite. 
Jesus shared in our suffering and tasted death so that, by God's grace, we may avoid it. 
 Key phrase – tasting death – means to fully die 
 He might Taste – Greek (geusetai) – 2 times – John 8:52 & Hebrews 2:9 

   Greek (geuomai - root form) – 15 times, including Hebrews 6:4, 5 
 
2. In tasting death for us, Jesus served as our high priest. (Hebrews 2:17) 

a) He became like us. 
 Mankind cannot say that God has not lived as man, and thus cannot relate. 
 Suffering – Greek (pathema) – he suffered as we do (and more so) 
b) He became merciful. 

Jesus understands the challenges of living as a man, and extends His mercy, in 
part, because of His understanding. 

c) He became faithful. 
Jesus remained faithful despite the suffering He endured. His faithfulness 
provides encouragement to us that: 

  1) such a faithfulness is possible for us. 
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  2) He will be faithful to us because He was faithful to Himself. 
  3) He has been honored for His faithful service to God. 

 
3. In tasting death for us, Jesus satisfied God’s wrath. (Hebrews 2:10-17) 

3 Key words/phrases here: 
To make perfect – Greek (teleioo) – to consummate (as in the inauguration of a king)  

Making perfect here is more like bringing something to completion 
 

Source of salvation – Jesus was/is the source of salvation! 
 Greek (archegon tes soterias) – captain/founder/source of salvation 
  Salvation is not only for mankind, but all Creation (Romans 8) 

 
 Propitiation – Jesus was the satisfaction of God's wrath to all who believe. 
  Greek (hilaskesthai) – to make propitiation for 
   Expiation is the removal of sin – consider OT sacrificial system 
   Propitiation is the removal of God's wrath due to sin 
  

Jesus not only took our sins upon Himself (expiation), but He paid the penalty for them 
as well (propitiation). 

 
Conclusion 
In medieval times, kings and nobles would hire an assayer to test the prepared food and drink for 
poison. The rationale was that if the taste-tester didn’t die from eating the food (or drinking the 
drink), then it was safe for the noble as well. But for an assayer to fully protect the other, the 
entire portion of food or drink would’ve been necessary to consume. For instance, the poison 
might be put in one half of a portion of food, and not the other. The biggest challenge for the 
assayer was that, unless they were a part of any conspiracy, they didn’t know if what they were 
eating was poisoned or not. 
 
Jesus, on the other hand, knew the danger of death. He knew what sin had done to the 
relationship God desired with mankind. Yet, He was willing to taste death for us anyway. His 
death may have been brief, but it was full. He fully, yet briefly, tasted death, in order that we 
might live eternally. 
 
A chef tastes the ingredients to create a specific flavor for the perfect recipe. The chef may go 
through many attempts before coming upon the right mixture. Jesus had already created His 
masterpiece (you and me), but He had to suffer and taste death to restore us to our original place. 
 
Just like in a restaurant, we must choose to order what has been prepared. What will you choose?  
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