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Godless Ambition
1 Samuel 22:6-17

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: In 1 Samuel 22:6-17, Saul is on the hunt for David, holding on to hope that if he can 
take out David, then he might be able to keep his kingdom. Your student studied and learned 
what it looks like to be blinded by ambition. When we’re not submitted to God, our desires and 
ambitions will not only be unhelpful, but also destructive. Ambition is always destructive when 
it is driven by fear, blind to others, or rebellious against God. Ultimately, this passage shows us 
how ambition detached from God will always bring destruction. 

Ask your student to consider what he or she can learn from Saul’s life and how he or she can 
guard his or her own life from jealousy, selfish ambition, etc. Clarify that it is not wrong to be 
ambitious, but help your son or daughter examine the heart and desire behind their ambition. 
God cares about our heart and our motives. Share an example of ambition and how God used 
it in your own life. Be open and honest if it is a story of a selfish ambition and a lesson you 
learned. On the other hand, if you have an example of a God-honoring ambition used for His 
glory, share this as well. Then, think about and discuss your student’s interests and passions. 
Ask him or her what desires or ambitions he or she has, and pray together that these desires 
would be surrendered to Him and used for His kingdom purposes. Encourage your student to 
share Christ with others this week, and to apply the truth of Scripture to his or her own life.

CENTRAL TRUTH
Personal ambition detached from God always leads to destruction.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: Ambition can be praiseworthy, but it can also be destructive. It is always destructive when it 

is disconnected from God, blind to others, and motivated by self- centered desires. However, when 
we seek to honor God and serve others, our ambition can be used by God for His purposes.

 ❯ Memorize: Psalm 31:7

 ❯  Pray: Ask God to reveal any areas of your heart that might be offensive to Him. Pray that He would 
help you surrender your desires and ambitions to Him. Ask God to put people in your life that will 
speak truth into your life and ask that He will give you a sensitive heart to listen.


