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Lasting Friendship
1 Samuel 18:1-5;  20:12-17

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: First Samuel 18-20 illustrates friendship in terms of covenant, loyalty, and steadfast 
love. Your student learned about Jonathan and David’s relationship, and how it illustrates 
what friendship based on mutual love for God and genuine care for one another looks like. 
Discuss the text and Jonathan and David’s relationship with your student. One of the Go 
Deeper options in the Leader Guide is 2 Samuel 9:1-13. Consider studying this passage with 
your student and discussing the implications and how it connects to 1 Samuel 20:12-17. 

Then talk about friendships in general and what attributes are needed in true friendships in 
Christ. Ask your student about their friendships and if he or she is honoring God in his or her 
friendships. Be prepared to redirect the conversation if it turns to romantic relationships as this 
passage specifically speaks to friendships. Challenge your student to list attributes of a true 
and genuine friendship that they want to exhibit more in their own friendships (such as love, 
loyalty, genuine concern, faithfulness, kindness, etc.).

CENTRAL TRUTH
Lasting friendship is a gift from God expressed in love, loyalty, and genuine concern for others. 

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: We were made for friendship, lasting friendship. This kind of friendship is not always 

convenient and is definitely not self-serving. Rather, lasting friendship is pictured in God’s covenant 
relationship with us. In turn, our friendships should be characterized by love, loyalty, and genuine 
concern for others. In Christ, you can be this kind of friend to others and you should pursue these 
kinds of friendship with others.

 ❯ Memorize: 1 Samuel 18:3

 ❯  Pray: Thank God for the friends He has given you. Ask Him to help you demonstrate humility, 
selfless love, and loyalty in your friendships. If you are struggling with loneliness, share this with 
God and thank Him that He calls us friends. Ask Him to help you become the kind of friend that 
honors Him and that He would give you friends like this as well.


