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An Obedient Life
1 Samuel 15:7-15,22-23

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: First Samuel 15 presents a sobering truth: Partial obedience is really disobedience. 
Help your student see that we cannot pick and choose what we will obey or how much we 
will obey. Rather, God demands our full obedience. One of the common responses to sin is to 
rationalize and justify it as Saul did. You might be tempted to hold back from telling the full 
truth if it keeps you from getting in trouble. Or you might justify gossiping about someone 
because of what that person has done to you. Both of these fall short of complete obedience. In 
the aftermath of God’s judgment against Saul for this act of obedience, we see that the greatest 
expression of our worship and love for God is our obedience to His commands.

Ask your student to share with you some ways he or she might go about showing love to you. 
Ask, “Would you buy me a gift or maybe make dinner for me or write me a note?” Share with 
your student that while all of these things are nice and they certainly express love, obedience 
is greatest demonstration of love. Say, “You show your love for me most profoundly when you 
do what I ask and live out the lessons I have taught you.” Jesus demonstrated His love for 
God by obeying Him even to the point of death on a cross. Similarly, we show our love for God 
by obeying Him fully, even when its difficult. Obedience is not just about keeping rules, its 
about worship.

CENTRAL TRUTH
God judges those who reject Him, but delights in the obedience of His people.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: God delights in our obedience. So much so that He takes our disobedience very seriously. 

Partial obedience will not do with God. Obedience is valued so highly by God because it is an 
expression of our worship. Take time to reflect on your life. Does your life reveal a heart of worship 
to God? Is your worship disconnected from an obedient life? Are you trying to obey without drawing 
near to God in worship? Worship and obedience always go hand in hand. 

 ❯ Memorize: 1 Samuel 15:22

 ❯  Pray: Ask God to help you see any areas of partial obedience in your life. Confess these things 
to Him and ask for His forgiveness. Pray for God’s strength to help you walk in obedience as an 
expression of your worship.


