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Fear God
1 Samuel 12:14-25

ONE CONVERSATION

Parents: In chapter 12, Samuel addressed Israel and points out their great rebellion in asking 
for a king, but he didn’t stop there. Samuel also pointed Israel to God’s grace and faithfulness. 
Despite their sin, God would keep His covenant promises. In response to their sin, Samuel called 
the nation of Israel to fear God. Help your student see that this does not mean to be terrified of 
God but rather to have the proper sense of awe and respect for His character and power.

Ask your student, “What comes to mind when you think of God? What is God like?” Remind 
your student that God is holy. He is not like us, He is infinite, perfect, good, and all powerful. 
He spoke the universe into existence. Because God is not like us, we should fear Him. This 
does not mean that we should be terrified of Him, but rather that we should live with an ever-
present awareness of His greatness, glory, and power. Discuss with your student how knowing 
who God is should shape who we are and how we live.

CENTRAL TRUTH
God’s character should lead us to repentance and to rightly fear Him.

PERSONAL CHALLENGE
 ❯  Dwell: God will never forsake or abandon His people! Let that sink in. Reflect on all that God has 

done for you. When we sin, we tend to turn inward and look to ourselves for answers. What we 
need more than anything else, however, is to look to God. Because of who God is and what He has 
done, we ought to be motivated to repent of our sins. Because He is gracious, we can be assured that 
He will not forsake us when we sin. Actively acknowledging God’s holiness and grace produces a 
reverential awe of God in our lives regularly expressed in repentance and obedience.

 ❯ Memorize: 1 Samuel 12:20

 ❯  Pray: Thank God for being faithful and full of grace. Acknowledge any sin you are aware of in your 
life. Resolve to walk in repentance. Ask God to help you to follow Him faithfully and to guard you 
from following after worthless things.


